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Football is coming home to the Grove, says president 

YELTZ BACK IN 
HANDS OF FANS 



Members of Cradley Heath’s Debonair Dance Academy will be entertaining cruise ship passengers in the Caribbean 


Report by Matt Maher 


HALESOWEN Town Football 
Club has been bought by its 
president. 

Colin Brookes says the club has been 
brought ‘back to the fans’ after com¬ 
pleting his takeover of the Yeltz, the 
club he has been involved with for a 
quarter of a century. 

The 76-year-old was on Tuesday confirmed as 
the new man in charge at the Grove, after agree¬ 
ing a deal with former owners the Lynch family 
thought to be worth around £50,000. 

Club president Mr Brookes has purchased the 
club from Tammy Lynch, wife of former owner 
Steve Lynch. It was announced in February that 
Mrs Lynch had agreed a deal but negotiations 
have taken much longer 
than expected, 

It brings to an end 
months of uncertainty 
surrounding the 145-year- 
old club, which was 
brought to the brink after 
Mr Lynch was hit with a 
two-year football ban by 
the Football Association. 

Mr Brookes said: “The 
main emotion is relief, 
just pure relief. The past 
few months have been the 
most stressful in my 25 years at the club. I’ve 
never known anything like it. I’m 76 years old 
but for the past few weeks I’ve felt 96. Now I 
feel 21 again! 

Care 

“I’m so pleased we have been able to get 
things over the line. The club is back in the 
hands of people who care about it. Halesowen 
Town has come home, it is back with the fans. 
We all know the hard work starts now.” 

Brookes, who has held a variety of roles at the 
Yeltz since 1993, is the figurehead for the takeo¬ 
ver but day-to-day running is being taken on by 
his daughter, the current Yeltz chairman Karen 
Brookes, with investor Keith McKenna. 

Management duo John Hill and Matt Clarke 
have been promised an increased budget for the 
Southern League Premier Central campaign. 

The new owners have scheduled a fans’ forum 
for 12.30pm on Sunday at the Grove, where they 
will further explain their plans. 


A TROUPE of 24 dancers, aged from four to 
26, will be entertaining passengers on a Car¬ 
ibbean cruise ship. 

Members of the Debonair Dance Academy 
will be performing four times in the 934-seat 
Metropolitan Theatre on the cruise liner, 
MSC Seaside, one of the world’s largest cruise 
ships. 

In recent years members of the Cradley 
Heath-based dance group have performed 
in London’s West End, at the 02 Arena, the 


Royal Albert Hall, Disneyland Paris and var¬ 
ious local theatres including the Birmingham 
New Alexandra and Wolverhampton Grand. 

The dancers are flying out to Miami as 
part of a 90-strong group including friends 
and family for a week-long cruise visiting Ja¬ 
maica, Mexico, The Bahamas and the Cayman 
Islands. 

The dancers will be performing when the 
ship is sailing between destinations. 

Principal Debbie Baggott said: “I’m de¬ 


lighted to have gained this opportunity for 
the school. We will be flying the flag high, 
representing all Debonair students on board 
this amazing Caribbean cruise. 

“I’m extremely proud of the group who 
have rehearsed their routines to perfection 
and I am so excited because it will create 
memories to treasure for a lifetime.” 

Meanwhile, the academy is planning to 
send a group of dancers to New York to per¬ 
form at a theatre on Broadway next year. 


HEATWAVE 

Concern growing 
over grassland fires 

YOBS are causing chaos by starting fires 
on grassland around the Black Country as 
the heatwave continues. 

Police have warned they will target 
those starting fires on grassland as fore¬ 
casters say the hot and sunny weather is 
to last throughout July. Temperatures are 
to hit 30C (86F) this week and police have 
warned those starting fires put lives at risk. 

Fire crews from across the Black Coun¬ 
try and South Staffs tackled a blaze on Na¬ 
tional Trust land at Kinver Edge last week, 
prompting a warning to avoid barbecues or 
discarding cigarettes in green areas. 

• Kinver blaze - page 5 

EVENTS 

Towns get into 
the carnival spirit 

TWO of Dudley borough’s biggest car¬ 
nivals are held this weekend. 

Flalesowen Carnival, music festival 
and food and drink festival is held in 
Highfield Park on Saturday from noon. 
The carnival is now in its fourth year 
and 2017’s event attracted around 
7,000 visitors. Stourbridge Carnival, in 
its 31 st year, takes over the High Street 
on Sunday with lots of live entertain¬ 
ment and big crowds anticipated. 

PROTESTS 

400 police officers 
sent for Trump visit 

WEST Midlands Police will send hundreds 
of officers to London because of mass pro¬ 
tests anticipated during Donald Trump’s 
visit next week. 

The cash-strapped force is expected to 
dispatch 400 officers to the nation’s capital 
for the US President’s trip to the UK, which 
is expected to last three days starting on 
July 12. 
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Runners filled the street for the Black Country Road Run at Halesowen Kerry Pike from Birmingham in a 1953 Bentley at the classic car show 

Black Country Festival 
off to a sizzling start 


THE Black Country Festival 
got off to a bostin’ start at the 
weekend. 

Thousands flocked to events, 
from road runs to classic car shows 
and fun days, as the month-long 
celebrations got under way. 

On Saturday around 1,000 people 
attended the Gornal Fun Day. Basking 
in the sunshine, families enjoyed face 
painting, fair rides, stalls, a birds of 
prey display and a battle reenactment 
group. Joan Porter, one of the organis¬ 
ers, said: “The whole event went really 
well and the weather was brilliant.” 

The same day crowds lined the 
streets to see a cavalcade of classic cars 
parade along the High Street in Dud¬ 
ley as part in the second Dudley Classic 
Car Show, with a display of 29 vehi¬ 
cles. The magnificent motors included 
a Rolls Royce, an Aston Martin and 
two E-type Jaguars. Organiser John 
Emms said: “Lots said they were really 
pleased they had come as they said they 
hadn’t visited Dudley for years. 

Mayor 

On Sunday runners braved swel¬ 
tering conditions to take on the Black 
Country Road Run - including West 
Midlands mayor Andy Street, blind 
fundraising legend Dave Heeley and 
Halesowen & Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris - which took place around Hale¬ 
sowen and was organised by Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis Rotary Club. 

Alan Bowler, one of the organisers, 
said: “There might have been a few 
people who were put off by the desper¬ 
ately hot weather but we probably had 
about 1,000 people come along. The 
feedback has been really positive.” 

The Black Country Festival, now in 
its fifth year, runs until July 29, with 
Black Country Day on July 14. A street 
food festival is at Stourbridge’s Bonded 
Warehouse on Friday and Halesowen 
Carnival at Highfield Park on Satur¬ 
day, the same day as the Chain Mak¬ 
ers Festival in Cradley Heath, Tividale 
Park and Netherton Park fun days. 
Stourbridge Carnival is on Sunday. 



Mayor Andy Street, Blind Dave Heeley and MP James Morris took part in the Black Country Road Run 




Owl man Karl Perry brought Boo to Gornal Fun Day 


Made up - Maddison Sharp, six, enjoyed Gornal Fun Day 


Wedding 
bower to 
be unveiled 
at Haden Hill 

A SCULPTURE to honour people 
who fought to preserve Haden Hill 
House and Haden Old Hall in Crad¬ 
ley Heath will be officially unveiled on 
Sunday. 

The Friends of Haden Hill Estate 
commissioned Black Country sculp¬ 
tor Luke Perry to create a wedding 
bower. The Deputy Mayor of Sandwell 
Councillor Carol Goult will join the 
Friends and councillors to unveil the 
sculpture outside Haden Hill House 
at 2pm. 

BUGS Ukulele Strummers will be 
performing immediately after the un¬ 
veiling ceremony and again at 3.15pm 
and everyone is welcome to attend. 

Ken Smith, chair of the Friends 
group, said: “We wanted to do some¬ 
thing to commemorate what was done 
by the late Meryl Cockin, The Preser¬ 
vation Society, The Protection Society 
and others in the 1970s to save these 
two wonderful buildings. 

“We wanted to create a focal point, 
which can also be used for wedding 
photography.” 

Luke Perry has designed the bower 
using influences from the park, in¬ 
cluding the dragons on the cast iron 
park benches installed in the 1930s. 

The houses were derelict and faced 
a real risk of being demolished in the 
early 1970s. However, following a 
campaign, the houses were saved. 

Haden Hill House was extensively 
restored in the 1980s, by this time 
under Sandwell Council’s ownership, 
and it opened as a museum open to 
the public. It is also now licensed for 
wedding ceremonies. 

Man dies in fall 
from factory roof 

A MAN has died after falling from the 
roof of an industrial unit in Dudley. 

The 43-year-old man was found in 
cardiac arrest after falling in Lower 
Gornal on Friday morning. 

Ambulance crews and police were 
called to the scene off Deepdale Lane 
at 11.40am, where tape cordoned off 
an area outside a building operated by 
Surface Technik Ltd. 

A helicopter was also seen landing 
at nearby playing fields next to Rob¬ 
erts Primary School. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said: “Police can confirm that the man 
who fell from a roof at an industrial 
unit in Deepdale Lane, Lower Gornal 
before midday died at the scene. 

“The 43-year-old man lived in Wal¬ 
sall and investigations continue.” 

A Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) spokesman added: “HSE is 
aware of this incident and has sup¬ 
ported the police who have primacy 
over the investigation.” 


© Denture Care Clinic 

Hand crafted dentures 



DENTURE REPAIRS 


“If you wear a denture 
then Lee Torrington is 
the man to see. A special 
thanks to him and his 
team for producing a 
fantastic upper denture for 
me. It is so natural looking 
and crafted to perfection” 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE DENTURE PROBLEMS ? 

Call for a consultation 

Lee Torrington • CDT Royal College Of Surgeons England RDT 

0121 585 8136 

3 A Blackberry Lane, Halesowen, B63 4NX 
www.denturecareclinic.uk 
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LDVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Bated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 
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Home Visits Available 


01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 
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First look at museum's I940s-60s town 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


More than 
300 fined 
in spy car 
campaign 

MORE than 330 motorists on the 
school run have been slapped with 
fines after being caught by a spy car 
introduced as part of a crackdown on 
dangerous parking outside schools. 

The Dudley Council camera vehicle 
has been out on the streets looking for 
evidence of parking outside schools 
with drivers facing fines of up to £70. 
Since the vehicle was introduced nine 
months ago in Dudley borough, par¬ 
ents have paid more than £11,500 in 
fines. The vehicle was introduced to 
improve children’s safety and followed 
complaints about problem parking. 

A total of 336 penalty notices were 
dished out between September 1 and 
June 22 and the council has so far col¬ 
lected £11,557 in fines. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare said 
the safety of children is ‘of the highest 
priority’. The camera captures those 
motorists who do not observe the yel¬ 
low zig-zag lines. 

Councillor Shakespeare said: “Al¬ 
though a majority of motorists park 
responsibly, there are some that con¬ 
tinue to park illegally and put the 
lives of our children at risk.” 

She added: “The zig-zag lines are 
there for a reason and we will con¬ 
tinue to use the CCTV vehicle on the 
streets around our schools.” 

Most fines relate to bad park¬ 
ing outside Christ Church Primary 
School, Cosley, near to St Joseph’s 
Primary at Kates Hill. 

Funding offer to 
adapt properties 

PEOPLE with mobility issues and 
other difficulties in the home can ben¬ 
efit from the Dudley Home Improve¬ 
ment Service. 

The Dudley Council-run service 
oversees property adaptations for 
people of all ages who live in their 
own home or rent privately, with 
grants for works along with advice 
and practical support. People who are 
struggling with bathing, accessing the 
property or moving around within the 
home can apply. Typical adaptations 
include handrails, ramps, level access 
showers, lifts, even home extensions . 

Councillor Laura Taylor, cabinet 
member for housing, said: “We want 
to help people stay safe and independ¬ 
ent in their own homes.” 

Call 0300 555 0055. 


Shop plan for site 

A CONVENIENCE store could be 
built on the site of a former petrol 
station in Kingswinford. Plans have 
been submitted to Dudley Council for 
the site in Stream Road. 



An artist’s impression of 40s-60s town 


THIS exclusive image shows the 
1940s-60s town that will be built at 
the Black Country Living Museum 
which has also revealed record profit 
and visitor numbers. 

Based on two roads, Market Place 
and Pinfold Lane, next to the Dudley 
attraction’s fairground, it will tell the 
area’s story up to the closure of the 
Baggeridge Coal Mine in 1968. 

It comes as the museum records its 
highest profit and visitor numbers. 
Almost 333,000 people went through 
the doors of the open-air attraction 
last year, contributing to a record 


£7.3 million takings. The income pro¬ 
vides a boost to the museum’s £23m 
project for a 1940s and 60s town and 
a new visitor centre capable of taking 
in 5,000 people a day. 

Chief executive Andrew Lovett 
said: “Our appeal and performance 
further strengthens the museum’s 
financial position as we head into a 
phase of major development. 

“Now we have the opportunity to 
develop the open-air attraction fur¬ 
ther. We have attractions based up 
to the 1930s, but we want to be able 
to extend our stage, taking it forward 


to the 40s, 50s and 60s. We want to 
be able to accommodate more people, 
give them more to see and get them to 
stay here longer.” 

A total 332,778 people went 
through the doors of the museum on 
Tipton Road in 2017, up more than a 
third from 2013.The museum’s com¬ 
mercial income resulted in a profit 
of £694,607, compared to £567,029 in 
2016. 

The trust spent £1.7m on retail, 
£3.6m on operating the museum and 
around £600,000 was spent on devel¬ 
oping the site. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Family tribute to 
rider in fatal crash 

THE family of an Oldbury motorcy¬ 
clist, who was killed in a crash near 
Stourbridge, have paid tribute to the 
‘wonderful, funny man’. 

Patrick Hendy died when his Tri¬ 
umph motorcycle was involved in a 
crash with a Mercedes C180 on the 
A458 Bridgnorth Road, near Stour- 
ton, at around 1pm on June 23. 

The 48-year-old suffered serious in¬ 
juries and died at the scene. 

His family in a statement, they said: 
“We are utterly devastated by our loss 
of such a wonderful, funny man.” 

Staffordshire Police’s Collision In¬ 
vestigation Unit has launched an in¬ 
vestigation into the crash. 

Roadworks scheme 
is nearly finished 

AN end is in site for a multi-million 
pound road improvement scheme. 

Council chiefs have confirmed that 
the £6.3 million modernisation pro¬ 
gramme taking place on Pensnett 
High Street, Dudley, has reached its 
final stages and will be fully complete 
by the end of July. 

The scheme has included widening 
the road, installing new traffic signals 
to improve traffic flow and pedestrian 
safety in the area. 

The final stages will see the further 
installation of traffic signals, road re¬ 
surfacing and pavement repairs. 

Howzat for charity 
fundraiser match? 

CHARITIES will be in a spin when 
council officers and councillors go 
head-to-head in an annual cricket 
match. 

The two teams from Dudley Council 
will be playing to raise funds for the 
Mayor of Dudley’s chosen charities. 

The annual clash, which is open to 
the public, will see councillors field¬ 
ing a side to take on council officers 
at Stourbridge War Memorial Ground 
on July 13. All money raised will go to 
Headway Black Country, Hope Cen¬ 
tre in Halesowen and the Whitehouse 
Cancer Support in Dudley. 

Coffee morning to 
help Romanian orphans 

A COFFEE morning will help to raise 
funds for a Romanian children’s char¬ 
ity. 

The event will take place on Sat¬ 
urday at the Hurst Green Methodist 
Church, in Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
in aid of Caminul Felix village. 

The centre provides care for 250 
orphaned and abandoned children. 
The children craft items that will be 
on sale at the coffee morning, between 
10.30am and noon. 


Crowds show support 
at Armed Forces Day 



DUDLEY came together to pay tribute 
to the brave men and women of our 
armed forces on Sunday. 

The annual Armed Forces Day event saw 
thousands of regulars, reserves, veterans and 
their families and supporters gather at a very 
sunny Himley Hall and Park 

The centenary special organised by Dudley 
Council marked 100 years since the formation of 
the Royal Air Force and talso he end of the First 
World War. 

Run in association with Black Country Housing 
Group, the event celebrated the work of service 
men and women past and present. 

Entertainment for all the family included vin¬ 
tage fairground rides, Punch and Judy show plus 
live performances from vintage harmony trio The 
Bluebird Belles and RAF Cosford Voluntary Band 
wowed the crowds. 

A special medal and badge presentation was held 
for veterans, who were honoured for their service 
in the forces. 

Special guest and Second World War veteran Les 
Cherrington, aged 99, was also presented with a 
gift from The Wings Parachute Display Team, who 
jumped into the park during the event. 

Mayor 

Current and historic military vehicles were dis¬ 
played in the park and people enjoyed history talks 
in the hall. 

Mayor of Dudley Councillor Alan Taylor said: 
“Armed Forces Day is a complete credit to all in¬ 
volved and it was a joy to see so many families en¬ 
joying the event. 

“I was delighted to be able to meet with some 
of the service men and women who give so much 
for our country and it was a complete honour to 
present veterans with their medals and badges as a 
way of thanks for all they have done.” 

Black Country Housing Group, one of the area’s 
leading social housing providers, was the event’s 
principal sponsor. Blind Monkey Brewery also sup¬ 
ported the event. 

South Staffordshire MP and Defence Secretary, 
Gavin Williamson was in Llandudno, North Wales, 
on Saturday for this year’s national event with the 
Princess Royal and Prime Minster Theresa May. 


Richard Cartwright, left, and Bob Coates in uniform 


RAF Cadets on parade during Armed Forces Day 
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MEGA DEALS 


THE KEBAB FEAST 

Any 2 Kebabs in Pitta 
Regular Chips 
Pot of Chunky Chilly Sauce 
2 Cans of Pop 


THE CHICKEN FEAST 

2 Chicken Fillet Burgers 
6 Chicken Nuggets 
2 Mini Fillets 
2 Hot Wings 
Large Chips 
2 Cans of Pop 

£ 44^60 


t 


THE FISH FEAST 

2 Small Cod 
6 Scampi 

Homemade Fishcake 
Large Chips 

Mushy Peas & Tartare Sauce 
2 Cans of Pop 

£45riCT 


THE MEAT FEAST 

Any 2 Pukka Pies 
2 Large Sausages 
6 Onion Rings 
Large Chips 
2 Large Pots of Sauce 
2 Cans of Pop 

£4£r4tr 


CREATE AN ENTRANCE.. 




... and visit our 
Halesowen Showroom 


MADE TO 
MEASURE 
& FITTED 


197 Stourbridge Road • Halesowen 
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OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 
Call 0121 550 1444 


r DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE 
r VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 
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Speeding driver is jailed 
after police find cocaine 


A DRUG dealer who drove into trouble when spotted speed¬ 
ing by a police patrol in the early hours has been locked up 
for three years and three months. 

The officers thought the motorist might be high on either drugs or 
drink and gave chase, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. But when 
father-of-five Aaron Botfield came to a standstill in Throne Road, Row- 
ley Regis, it was discovered he was a cocaine dealer. 
- Mr Howard Searle prosecuting, said 


More cash 

machines 

disappear 

MORE than five free-to-use cash ma¬ 
chines are lost in the Black Country 
every month, it has emerged. 

Experts are now warning that rural 
villagers may soon face difficulties ob¬ 
taining money. 

The figures come as part of the 
study into the impact of bank 
branches closures. 

In November there were 1,440 cash 
dispensers in the Black Country, but 
now there are 1,408, according to con¬ 
sumer group Which? 

Walsall saw the biggest rate drop, 
down from 333 to 318, followed by 
Dudley, 369 to 356 and Sandwell, 387 
to 381. Wolverhampton saw a small 
increase, from 351 to 353. 

In South Staffordshire the number 
dropped from 63 to 59, in Stafford 
from 123 to 116 while Cannock was 
up one from 104 to 105. 


nine wraps of the drug - worth £180 
on the street - were found in his car 
along with £598 cash and two mobile 
phones. One of these had 596 text 
messages linked to drug deals in the 
five months up to the night he was 
stopped in November 2017. There was 
also information indicating 550 deals 
had been organised in a single month. 

The messages made it clear that the 
defendant - who had spent £120 on 
mobile phone top-ups during the pro¬ 
ceeding week - was selling the cocaine 
for somebody else. 

Banned 

Botfield, of Regis Road, Rowley 
Regis, had also spent £3,300 in five 
months hiring different cars in a bid 
to evade police attention. 

The 25-year-old was also driving 
whilst banned. He had 19 previous 
convictions involving 36 offences 
which including crimes of assault and 
possession of an offensive weapon. 

Mr William Dudley, defending, said 
Botfield initially became involved with 
his drug dealer to service his own sup¬ 
ply of cocaine. 

Botfield admitted possession of co¬ 
caine with intent to supply and driving 
while disqualified. He was jailed and 
will be banned from driving for three 
years on release. 



Promise Dreams trustee Suresh Bawa, DJ Dicky Dodd and patron Steve Bull at Himley Cricket Club 


IN an effort to make dreams come 
true for ill children, hundreds of peo¬ 
ple walked a gruelling nine miles in 
the intense heat from Himley Cricket 
Club to Wolverhampton Racecourse. 

Promise Dreams’ annual fundraiser 
walk took place on Sunday with par¬ 
ticipants aiming to raise money for 
the Wolverhampton-based charity that 
aims to make dreams become a reality 
for children with serious or terminal 
illnesses. 


More than 500 people walked the 
course via Wombourne and the Penn 
Road in extreme conditions in the 
hope that they can improve on the im¬ 
pressive £30,000 haul from last year’s 
walk. 

Corporate partnership manager at 
Promise Dreams, Dan Smith, said: “It 
was brilliant, considering the weather. 
We normally wish for good weather 
but it was a tad too hot and it wound 
down earlier than expected after the 


walk, but we’re really chuffed with 
how it all went. It was absolutely bril¬ 
liant. 

“I want to thank our volunteer mar¬ 
shals who took their time to help out 
and stand in that heat, they were bril¬ 
liant as always.” 

The national charity based at Staf¬ 
ford Road in Wolverhampton, is sup¬ 
ported by Wolves legend Steve Bull, 
who is a patron and was at Saturday’s 
event. 


New chain 
seize pizza 
the action 

A NEW pizza restaurant is set to open 
the first of a new chain at Merry Hill 
as part of a £100 million leisure in¬ 
vestment at the shopping centre. 

The PIZZASQR concept will open 
later this summer as owner Intu 
prepares to invest to replicate the 
successful leisure offer of its other 
popular locations around the UK. 

PIZZASQR will sell artisanal 
square pizza slices and is on its way 
to becoming one of the biggest pizza 
chains in the country - with plans to 
open 100 stores in the next five years. 

Davide Cason, operations manager 
at PIZZASQR, said: “Pizza doesn’t 
need to be complicated. I am excited 
to introduce PIZZASQR - simple and 
delicious pizza as square slices. 

“Our menu will combine the fresh¬ 
est ingredients, seasonal toppings and 
expert craftsmanship to create, based 
on authentic recipes from Rome, pizza 
everyone is going to love. But, pizza 
is only just a slice of it. Through the 
week, we will also serve freshly made 
sandwiches, soups, pastries and of 
course, authentic Italian coffee. 

“Intu Merry Hill is a fantastic des¬ 
tination with enormous potential as a 
key dining location.” 

Centre bosses intu plan to build a 
180,000 square foot leisure extension 
at Merry Hill that will introduce more 
restaurants. 

Helping Hands is 
opening in town 

A NATIONAL care home provider has 
opened a new branch in Stourbridge. 
The new Helping Hands branch will 
officially open in High Stree on Mon¬ 
day. The official opening will be by 
Councillor Nicolas Barlow,Dudley 
Council’s cabinet member for adult 
social care, with Helping Hands chief 
executive Tim Lee. 



SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 

6at(?zoonu in to evety f?ome 

2-7 Bradley Street, Pensnett, West Midlands DY5 4RJ 

01384 263 626 


o 


IRELAND'S ANCIENT EAST 

DRIVE BACK IN TIME 



IRELAND 
25% OFF 


NOW 25% OFF 


Bring your car and discover the historic wonder that is Ireland's Ancient East. The Round Tower at 
Glendalough National Park, Blarney Castle, Newgrange Heritage site. The Rock of Cashel, Hook Lighthouse 
to name but a few. And when you're done sightseeing, make sure to sample the nightlife, fine cuisine 
and great fun Ireland has to offer. Book now and save 25% at irishferries.com Travel. Together. 

Ireland 


THE ROUND TOWER, GLENDALOUGH, CO. WICKLOW 
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;e ferry and Dublin Swift sailings up to 18 December 2018. Excludes following July & August sailings: Swift 11:30 & 14:15 and Epsilon 14:30 and 08:30 (Sat only). Must be booked online and 48 hours in advance of travel and by midnight Thursday 12 July 2018. New bookings only. Subject to availability. 
Not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion including Tesco travel tokens. Standard terms and conditions of booking and travel apply. See irishferries.com for details. 






















Patients facing hospital delays 
but the situation is improving 


NEARLY 250 emergency patients arriving in ambulances at 
Russells Hall Hospital were left waiting more than half an 
hour to be seen. 

Figures reveal that a total of 240 patients were left waiting at the 
Dudley hospital for more than 30 minutes in April - with nine waiting 
for over an hour. 


Despite still not hitting targets, the 

Carillion job 
losses now 
reach 2,400 

THE number of workers losing their 
jobs following the collapse of Wolver¬ 
hampton-based construction giant 
Carillion has topped 2,400. 

The Official Receiver reported that 
a further 14 employees have trans¬ 
ferred to new suppliers over the past 
week, taking the total of those finding 
other work to 12,338 - 68 per cent of 
the workforce working for the engi¬ 
neering and services group when it 
went into compulsory liquidation in 
January. 

A further 28 staff will be leaving the 
business this week, taking the num¬ 
ber of redundancies to 2,403. Almost 
1,250 employees have left during the 
liquidation through finding new jobs, 
retirement or other reasons. The up¬ 
date said 2,100 employees are cur¬ 
rently retained to enable Carillion to 
deliver its remaining services. 


trust has made an improvement since 
the figures for March, when 288 people 
were waiting more than 30 minutes. 
Then 35 people were forced to wait for 
more than an hour. 

The Government sets a 15 minute 
target for patient handovers. 

The improvement, with 48 fewer 
breaches, has been hailed as encour¬ 
aging. 

Dudley councillor Rachel Harris 
said: “It is heartening to see a step 
in the right direction. Clearly there is 
more work and support that the trust 
needs to continue on this journey of 
improving handover times.” 

Trust bosses vowed to continue to 
work on improving their performance. 

Karen Kelly, chief operating officer 
at Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust, said: “We do not leave any pa¬ 
tient waiting inside an ambulance. 
Our teams at the Dudley Group are 
working very hard to ensure patients 
who arrive by ambulance are seen and 
assessed then handed over as quickly 
and efficiently as possible. 

“We have relocated our ambulance 
triage area so that we have the flexibil¬ 
ity to increase the number of cubicles, 
as required. At times, this flexibility 
due to staffing proves extremely chal¬ 
lenging. However, we will continue to 
work with our staff and West Midlands 
Ambulance Service to improve this 
performance further.” 



Firefighters used hoses and beaters to tackle a fire on Kinver Edge. Picture: Staffordshire Fire Service 

A LARGE grass fire was sparked at have already been called in to help col- bridge, Brierley Hill, Haden Cross and 
beauty spot Kinver Edge last week leagues in the north tackle major moor Dudley. Firefighters used two hoses to 
as the continuing summer heatwave fires in Lancashire and Greater Man- try and douse the flames and beaters 
causes more concern over fires. Chester. to stop the spread. 

The National Trust site near Stour- Crews tackled the Kinver fire over Station Commander Steve Andrews 
bridge has warned visitors against an area measuring 320ft by 160ft said: “We have been experiencing dry, 
barbecues, campfires and discarding on June 27. Staffordshire fire crews warm weather and it is only natural 
cigarettes. joined West Midlands colleagues at to want to go outdoors and enjoy it 

Alerts have been issued across the the site off Kingsford Lane as a total of with family and friends but it is also 
country due to the hot and dry condi- six crews arrived including specialist important to stay fire aware, as every 
tions. teams from Cannock fire station. They year fire destroys thousands of acres 

Firefighters from the West Midlands joined crews from Wombourne, Stour- of countryside and wildlife habitats.” 


One-way road 5 
system during 
resurfacing 

A STRETCH of a busy Black Country 
road will be made temporarily one¬ 
way next month to allow resurfacing 
work to take place. 

Carriageway resurfacing work is set 
to take place in Hagley Road, Stour¬ 
bridge, between Glasshouse Hill and 
Worcester Lane. 

In order to carry out essential work, 
this section of Hagley Road will be¬ 
come one-way southbound, away from 
Stourbridge town centre. The work 
will take place July 12 to 13 and July 
16 to 19, from 9.30am to 3pm each 
day. Two-way flow will be reinstated 
when work is finished each day. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cab¬ 
inet member for environmental ser¬ 
vices, said: “This is an essential piece 
of work on a well-used road, which is 
why we’re looking to put this one¬ 
way system in place when traffic flow 
is lighter, between 9.30am and 3pm 
each day. We hope to minimise disrup¬ 
tion to motorists, and ask road users 
to bear with us during the work.” 

Letters will be going out to affected 
residents and businesses. 

Signage will also be going up to ad¬ 
vise motorists. Homes and businesses 
will be accessible, except when work 
is being undertaken on the immediate 
entrances to businesses. 

Access to frontages will be main¬ 
tained where safe to do so. 

£455k price tag on 
property with flats 

A LARGE property in Stourbridge 
town centre is up for auction with a 
guide price of more than £450,000. 

The 14-room house of separate 
flats off Enville Street, Stourbridge, 
has been listed for a guide price of 
£455,000 by SDL Auctions. 

It will be for sale at Aston Villa FC 
on July 18. 




Windows, poors, Conservatories 
| ^Porches, jFasRasBnSIsof 


[><£033033833) 



No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


5\ 


Supply only Available to the 
trade on all our products 
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Warm Roof 




Repair Service 
Available 


MT ~ 


Replace the existing roof 
on your conservatory 
and create a comfortable 
environment and a room 
you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most 
rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other 
company in the area has more experience and know how than 
Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 
30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JULY INSTALLATIONS 



Order a conservatory or 
full house of windows 
and you will get a full 
valeting service on your 
guttering or 
windows or 
conservatory 
totally 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Heatwave? 
Time to call 
the winter 
warmer line 


EXCUSE the low standard of photogra¬ 
phy. Unfortunately the blistering sunshine 
caused by the longest heatwave since 
1976 meant there was a lot of reflective 
glare in the windows of Dudley Council’s 
offices when I took 
this picture. 

Anyway, if you 
can’t see it clearly, it 
is a poster warning 
about the dangers of 
living in a cold home. 

Apparently it’s bad 
for your health, with 
children particularly 
at risk of bronchitis, 
asthma and mental 
health problems. It’s 
so bad that the coun- Window poster 
cil has set up a win¬ 
ter warmth hotline. If you are shivering in 
your freezing home this week, don’t hes¬ 
itate to dial 01384 817086. That’s local 
government for you. On the ball as ever. 

□ nn 

JOHN Sparry, the popular Black Coun¬ 
try historian, broadcaster and raconteur, 
has written a book about some of the in¬ 
teresting characters from his old school, 
King Edward VI Grammar, in Stourbridge. 

He certainly has plenty of material. 
While the book focuses largely on literary 
figures, the father of the modern diction¬ 
ary, Samuel Johnson, writers Bob Adey 
and David Gray, as well as the cartoonist 
Paul Sellers, former pupils include Battle 
of Britain hero Mike Cooper-Slipper, actor 
Anthony Bate, and rock star Robert Plant. 

Our school days invariably leave a big 
impression on our lives. Which is why 
I was saddened to learn that my old 
school, High Areal in Dudley, is to change 
its name to Beacon Hill Academy. 

Now while my old school hardly com¬ 
pares with King Ed - founded in 1961 
rather than 1552, and its notable alum¬ 
ni limited to a couple of politicians and 
a diplomat - the High Areal name has 
served it perfectly well for 57 years, so 
why change it now? 

Even more depressingly, the old Dud¬ 
ley Grammar School, which traces its his¬ 
tory back to 1452, is changing its name 
for the second time in less than 30 years. 
Renamed Castle High School in 1989, it 
will now be St James’s Academy. 

The former Willenhall Comprehensive a 
few years ago changed its name to the 
funkier E-Act Academy. Last year it re¬ 
ceived a less-than-glowing Ofsted report, 
in no small part down to the fact that 
its pupils threw food at the inspectors. 
Good to know rebranding did the trick. 



Water, water everywhere...but for how long? 



Paul Whitehouse and Bob Mortimer - old 
pals act with a different angle 



Nye Bevan - as Britain marks 70 years of his 
NHS, we stand on the threshold of Brexit 


John Cleese during his Monty Python heyday, 
but would he get the gig on today’s BBC? 



Sting in the tale of 
a British heatwave 


THE worms may be shrivelling and the frogs de¬ 
hydrating but one species is having a vintage 
year. I give you the horse fly, that drab little lover 
of human flesh. A couple of days ago one drove 
its pointy thing deep into my knee. From past 
experience this will create a scab, to be prod¬ 
ded and picked for months to come and provid¬ 
ing harmless entertainment as the nights draw 
in. A horse-fly bite, the gift that keeps on giving. 

I CANNOT be the only one genuinely sur¬ 
prised that there is not a nationwide hosepipe 
ban. It’s like the savannah out there. 

SAD to see so many sufferers attending the 
National Amnesia Day march in London. There 
were about 100,000 of them, all calling for a 
“People’s Vote,” having entirely forgotten we 
had it two years ago. Poor devils. 

IT’S always good to see old friends having a 
laugh, as Bob Mortimer and Paul Whitehouse 
do in Gone Fishing (BBC2). And yet for outsid¬ 
ers the old mystery of coarse fishing is as per¬ 
plexing as ever. You spend hours catching the 
fish and taking it out of the water. Then you put 
it back in again. Hmm. 


THERE is life beyond London and I bet many 
of us on the blasted heath we call the provinc¬ 
es are puzzled at the time, money and energy 
spent on the future of Heathrow. How many 
Brits actually use the place? Since the 1970s 
I have flown all over the world on dozens of 
occasions for business, holidays and with the 


THE BEST OF 

military but I doubt if I’ve used Heathrow more 
than two or three times. The UK has lots of oth¬ 
er places where airliners can take off and land 
perfectly well, so why this obsession with cram¬ 
ming so many eggs into one basket? 

WHITEHALL has decided not to build five 
new female prisons but to erect much cheaper 
“residential centres” instead. This reflects a view 
deeply held in the criminal-justice system, that 
men are evil but women just have syndromes. 
Ironically, the announcement of the new facili¬ 
ties came the day after Sabrina Kouiser and her 
boyfriend were jailed for life at the Old Bailey for 
the murder, after 12 days of “pitiless” torture, 
of their au pair. They burned the body in their 
garden. Pure evil may be rarer among females 
than males but it undeniably exists and should 
be locked away for years, not in some cosy 
semi-hotel but behind the iron bars of a good, 
old-fashioned jail. 

BY pure chance, the struggle to get out of the 
clutches of the European Union coincides with 
events to mark the 70th anniversary of Britain 
embracing the National Health Service. The 
NHS was a step into the unknown. It divided the 
nation. It was opposed by many “experts” who 
backed down only when Nye Bevan famously 


“stuffed their mouths with gold.” The result, in 
global terms, is a middling sort of health ser¬ 
vice which is not terribly expensive and is good 
in some parts, but poor in others. We are sup¬ 
posed to be very proud of it, yet we all have 
our horror stories about it. But on balance we’re 
glad we took the step into the NHS. And I dare 
say Brexit will be much the same. Not perfect 
but better than what we had before. 

POSTERS for a pub beer and gin festival re¬ 
mind me how popular gin has become recently. 
On holiday, I couldn’t help noticing that the bril¬ 
liant little village store in Corfe Castle boasts of 
having 100 brands of gin. This may answer an 
old question: what do folk in sleepy holiday vil¬ 
lages do during the long, dark winters? 

IS he having a laugh? Head of BBC Comedy 
Shane Allen says the Monty Python team would 
not make it on the Beeb today because they are 
‘six Oxbridge white blokes’. But I can’t recall a 
time when humour has been so dominated by 
upmarket white performers. Stand-up comedy, 
once the preserve of working-class comics, is 
now the happy hunting ground of privately-ed¬ 
ucated stars. A study of 42 episodes of Have I 
Got News For You (BBC) revealed that all but 
one of the guests had been to private schools. 
Maybe things are changing but I bet if John 
Cleese, Eric Idle, Michael Palin and the rest 
of the Pythons graduated from uni tomorrow, 
they’d be snapped up by today’s comedy pro¬ 
ducers because, whatever we may think about 
privilege, posh is still popular. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Upwardly 
mobile 
Dupil gets 
:op marks 

THE name Andreea-Denisa Ciubotaru is 
hardly one that rolls off the tongue. How¬ 
ever, the teenager should be commend¬ 
ed. 

Regular Talking Point readers may re¬ 
call a colleague’s view on mobile phone 
use around the dining table, making the 
point that social time was disrupted by 
people checking for messages, sending 
texts or using Facebook, for example, 
when conversation should be flowing be¬ 
tween friends or family. 

So it is heartening to hear 16-year- 
old Andreea-Denisa willingly go without 
her mobile phone during class time. The 
schoolgirl, from Barking, asked her head¬ 
teacher to put her iPhone in the school 
safe so she could study for exams with¬ 
out being distracted by selfies. The de¬ 
vice spent a month locked away and 
the move looked to have paid off with 
her GCSE grades predicted to rise from 
a C to an A. She was quoted as saying: 
“Everyone knows how addictive phones 
can be. I’ve told all my friends to get rid 
of theirs.” 

It comes as the head of schools’ regu¬ 
latory body Ofsted backed headteachers 
who ban phones in class, citing their use 
as being responsible for unruly behaviour. 

Amanda Spielman says the use of 
smartphones in the classroom is ‘dubi¬ 
ous’ at best and is not convinced of the 
educational benefits of Snapchat and the 
like. Culture secretary Matt Hancock has 
backed the stance, admitting he admires 
school heads who prevent pupils from 
using phones all day. 

There’s no doubt that phones can have 
an educational appeal and can be a valu¬ 
able revision tool. But out of school time 
and away from the desk, please. 

Can any child really say they use mo¬ 
biles sensibly while at school? I would 
argue that a primary school child’s need 
for a phone is minimal anyway. Certainly, 
older children, who make their own way 
to and from school, or who may need to 
stay behind, would require them to keep 
in touch with parents. 

But I do wonder what these children 
with their fancy gadgets do at break 
times. Probably texting or keeping up to 
date with social media instead of properly 
interacting with their friends like we did. 

It’s no coincidence that even Silicon 
Valley executives send their children to 
technology-free schools, while Bill Gates 
and Steve Jobs limited screen time for 
their own children knowing how addictive 
they could be. Schools in this country 
should take heed and keep phones out of 
the classroom. 

MARK SHIPP 



Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 
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We need help fighting this deadly disease 


NOT everyone has heard of mesotheli¬ 
oma. It’s a deadly cancer caused by ex¬ 
posure to asbestos. It affects the lungs 
or the lining of the abdomen. It takes a 
long time to develop. 

My son, Royston Shipley, was diag¬ 
nosed aged 51 with mesothelioma in 
2010. He had apparently been exposed 
to deadly asbestos fibres whilst work¬ 
ing as an electrical engineer or from his 
time spent in the Royal Navy. At the 
time there was no treatment or hope 
and he was simply told to spend quality 
time with his family. 

The UK has the highest death rate 


from mesothelioma in the world and 
the World Health Organisation esti¬ 
mates that 125 million people around 
the world are annually exposed to 
asbestos in the workplace. Around 
100,000 workers die each year from 
asbestos-related disease. 

We at Asbestos Related Conditions 
Allied-Industrial Diseases (ARCADE) 
are passionate about raising awareness 
and funds to help research new medi¬ 
cines and we are appealing for volun¬ 
teers to help in our one and only shop. 

We need people with knowledge and 
love of retail. We aim to work with a 


daily rota of two in the mornings and 
two in the afternoons. We need cheery 
volunteers to help sort donations, 
steaming and arranging clothes, maybe 
pricing and selling items. 

From our shop and events we raise 
money for Mesothelioma UK, and As¬ 
bestos Support Central England. If 
there is anyonewho would enjoy help¬ 
ing us, please call on 01384 457879 
or call into our shop at 6 and 8 New 
Street, Dudley. 

MARY LAW 
ARCADE 
Dudley 


Bid to find LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Fresh view 

post email on homes 

for elderly 


family of 
RAF pilot 

I wonder if your readers 
can help me trace any living 
relatives of Kenneth Row¬ 
land Wainwright. He was a 
sergeant in the RAF during 
World War Two, and the pi¬ 
lot of a Whitley bomber from 
RAF Topcliffe. The crew all 
died when the aircraft was 
shot down over Holland on 
the night of June 13, 1941. 

We know that he was from 
Toronto, Canada, and his 
father was Job Henry Wain¬ 
wright. Online research dis¬ 
closes that the Wainwright 
family were from the Staf¬ 
ford, Sedgley, Stourbridge 
and Dudley areas. 

Another of the crew was 
my uncle, Geoffrey Vivian 
Heslop, and my family and 
I have been researching his 
life and particularly his RAF 
career. We have found many 
interesting facts relating to 
the crew’s last mission and 
would like to share them 
with Kenneth Wainwright’s 
close family. I can be con¬ 
tacted on jjfrankpitt@gmail. 
com 

MRS JENNY FRANKPITT 

Axbridge 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
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If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Poor roads and big 
trucks are to blame 

WHEN I was young and indeed when I first started driv¬ 
ing, I don’t remember any potholes at all. 

Could the problem be with the way roads are made nowa- 
days?Also, the vehicles using the roads nowadays certainly 
do not help the situation. In those days of rigids, the most 
number of axles in general was four. Compare that to the 
artics now using the roads with up to nine axles and scrub¬ 
bing the road surfaces. 

Is there a simple solution to the problem? I think not as 
we consumers are feeding the need for these sort of trucks. 
Perhaps an answer would be to get more goods moved by 
rail, but where are the rail lines anymore? 

LEN HALES 

Cradley Heath 


IN response to Mr C Lloyd 
from last week’ Letters, not 
all care homes should be la¬ 
belled the same. 

I attended the relaunch 
at Myles Court in Brierley 
Hill where the not-for-profit 
owners have invested a lot 
of time and money in ensur¬ 
ing the Court is a pleasant 
and welcoming place to live. 

Speaking with the resi¬ 
dents it was very clear that 
most had chosen to live 
there and were happy to 
speak to anyone about how 
much they appreciated the 
managers and all staff. 

Housing and Care 21 puts 
every bit of profit back into 
the improvements needed to 
look after an ageing popula¬ 
tion. 

Hopefully the old fash¬ 
ioned concept where the 
elderly are wheeled into a 
room all day in front of a TV 
and then go back to their 
room only at night can be 
part of the past soon with 
the help of businesses. 

C SELLERS 
Brierley Hill 
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VISIT OUR POP UP PET STORE AT THIS 
SATURDAYS HALESOWEN CARNIVAL 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


FREE PARKING 


Products for DOGS, CATS, 
RABBITS, HAMSTERS, CUINEA-PICS 
PET BIRDS, WILD BIRDS, OTHER 
SMALL ANIMALS, FISH & WILDLIFE 


RAW FEED SPECIALISTS 


• 1000’s of Quality Accessories For All Pets 

• Natural Pet Food,Treats and Medicine 


Royal Camn A James 
Wellbeloved Loyalty 

Card Accepted • Free Harness, Collar & Coat Fitting Service 


♦ Flea and worming treatments in store. m _ /—> ,. K 

eHugo selection of dog, cat & bird toys. IV * 101 ' J' .T 

• Hutches made In the UK, on display. • 


Unit 3, Hereward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 
www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 


Plumb 


serve 

Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 
Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
■ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
l Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
l Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
^ Installed and Serviced 
Landlord Safety Checks 


41 24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 


Card payments accepted 


Property 


For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

Full/Partial Property 
^Refurbishments 
Plastering 
^Tiling 

Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^Property Alterations 
Underfloor Heating 
^ Electricians 
Sound Proofing 

Fully Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 




24 hour call out 

01384 621765 
07513 094763 
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THIS 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs and 
UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a professional, 
friendly and efficient service, with thousands of satisfied 
customers across the West Midlands. 




Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
v UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 




For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
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8 Festival honours 
the struggle for 
women’s rights 

THE proud history of chainmaking in the 
Black Country will be celebrated this week¬ 
end. 

The Chainmakers’ Festival in Cradley 
Heath, which has been running for more 
than a decade, was inspired by the 1910 
struggle for a minimum wage by the women 
chainmakers of the town, led by Mary 
Macarthur. 

The event has the distinction of being the 
first trade festival dedicated to female trade 
unionists. 

Eleanor Smith, MP for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton South West, and Sarah Carpenter, 
the Unite union’s head of health, will be 
amongst the guest speaker at the event on 
Saturday. It will also feature music, com¬ 
edy, street theatre, stalls, children’s activi¬ 
ties and a fun fair. 

Activities will be split across two sites, 
with activities taking place on Cradley 
Heath High Street, culminating in a Work¬ 
ers’ Picnic in Mary Macarthur Gardens. 

TUC Midlands’ regional secretary Lee 
Barron said: “We are delighted that we 
have leading trade unionists and politi¬ 
cians joining us for the festival. This year 
is a special year as we mark 100 years of 
female suffrage. 

“As ever, it is absolutely right that we 
celebrate the role of female trade unionists 
and to use events such as the Chainmakers’ 
Festival to continue to raise awareness of 
the challenges facing women today.” 

Concert celebrates 
100 years of vote 

A COFFEE concert at a town centre Hale¬ 
sowen church will celebrate 100 years since 
women got the vote. 

The Pankhurst Anthem will be per¬ 
formed as part of the concert in St John the 
Baptist Church in High Street on Saturday, 
July 21, at 10.15am. 
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Beach party for Jacy Blunt, aged four, and Lucy Gamage from Dudley Having fun in the sun at Himley under-5s day Punch & Judy man Ron Popple with Bobby Thompson and Lyndsey Griffiths 


Having an ‘a maze in’ time is Vida McNeela, four, from Tipton Craft fun for Amber Stanley from Oldbury Donkey rides for Krishna Khanna, three, and Karmen Khanna, at Himley Hall 


Fun in the sun for under-fives 


THOUSANDS turned out to 
enjoy the sun and fun at the 
annual under 5s day on Fri¬ 
day at Himley Hall and Park. 

It’s estimated more than 3,000 
children and their families attended 


the popular Dudley Council event, 
which featured activities and enter¬ 
tainment for young children. 

The park’s specially brought in 
beach made a popular return with 
many children having bucket and 
spade fun building sandcastles 


whilst elsewhere little ones laughed 
along in delight at the Punch and 
Judy Shows. The land train, donkey 
rides and children’s funfair also went 
down well with youngsters. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet 
member responsible for tourism, 


said: “What a perfect day we’ve had 
for under 5s day. The sun shone and 
our younger visitors have enjoyed 
a fantastic day out in the beautiful 
grounds of Himley Hall. 

“Thanks to everyone who came 
along to support the event and to all 


the organisations that helped make 
the day such a success. 

Other activities during the day in¬ 
cluded Baby & Toddler Sense, Music 
Bugs, Rugby Tots, Creation Station, 
Rung fu cubs, Moo music, Hartbeeps 
and Baby Ballet. 


Brierley Hill Bathrooms I 


25 KG BAG 
CEMENT 
£3,75 


HEAVY DUTY 
FEATHEREDGE 
PANEL 



Special help for the disabled 
and elderly 

Baths removed and shower 
cubicle, seat, shower and tiles 
installed 


£1,950 


Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey 

01384 484088 

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 


HERITAGE 
BUILDERS 
MERCHANTS LTD 


25 KG BAGS 
OF SAND 
£1.75 


20IVIL GRAVEL 
BULK BAG 
£38.00 


GOLDEN GRAVEL, THIS PANEL 
COTSWOLD COG 

AND SLATE 
IN STOCK 


4.8 mtr DECKING BOARD 32mm £8.40 

THIS WEEK ONLY 7X2 TANALOISED TIMBER £2.99 MTR 

40ML ARTIFICIAL GRASS £12.99 M 2 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS £17.50 

Bulk bag building sand • Bulk bag sharp sand Bulk bag ballast • Bulk bag Hardcore 
ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH 8x3 Plasterboard £6.09 
Bulk Bags of TOP SOIL £30 


FREE PARKING NEXT DOOR 


www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 



129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 






















































Ryan made us proud 
and he deserves justice 



HE was a young, ambitious 
businessman who had his 
whole life ahead of him. 

Ryan Passey had his family, girl¬ 
friend, friends, his own business 
and money saved for a home of his 
own. 

But the 24-year-old’s life was tragi¬ 
cally cut short during a night out with 
friends in Stourbridge last August. 

What exactly happened in Chicago’s 
nightclub is still a mystery. But what 
is known is that there was a fracas 
and Ryan suffered a fatal wound to 
the chest. 

A funeral service was held at St 
James’s Church in Wollaston, Stour¬ 
bridge. Hundreds turned out, includ¬ 
ing many of his former teammates 
from Stourbridge and Wrens Nest 
football clubs. 

Tributes 

Touching tributes were made before 
a solemn gathering at the Raven Pub, 
in Brierley Hill - a pub Ryan went to 
on the night he died. 

Speaking from her home in Brier- 
ley Hill, Gillian Taylor, aged 52, said: 
“You just loved being in his company, 
you were in awe of him, he was laugh¬ 
ing and smiling, always joking. Every¬ 
one he spoke to he made friends with 
- you couldn’t ask for a better child. 
He saved too, he was going to buy his 
own house. He never bought any trou¬ 
ble.” 

Ryan’s step-father Phil, 51, said: “A 
lot of people didn’t even know Ryan, 
but the amount of love that’s been 
shown has been overwhelming, it’s 
that which has kept us all going.” Ry¬ 
an’s father Ada, 54, said: “Ryan was so 
popular, he had so many friends, it has 
helped us all pull together.” 

Following Ryan’s death, 19-year-old 
Kobe Murray was arrested and later 



Family campaign - Ada, Gill and Phil with a photograph of Ryan 


charged with murder and manslaugh¬ 
ter. A two-week trial at Birmingham 
Crown Court took place in January. 
The jury found Mr Murray, of The 
Broadway, Dudley, not guilty of both 
charges. Mr Murray admitted stabbing 
Ryan but said it happened accidentally 
as he went to push him away. He said 
the knife belonged to a friend. 

Since the ruling, the family has 
launched a campaign called Justice 
For Ryan. It is calling for a change in 
law to allow for victims or their fam¬ 


ilies to challenge a jury’s decision on 
acquittal. “We believe it is wrong how 
a person convicted can appeal, but 
then a victim cannot make an appeal” 
said Phil. 

Stourbridge MP Margot James 
wrote to Attorney General Robert 
Buckland questioning the decision. 

The family have launched a peti¬ 
tion backing their campaign. If it gets 
100,000 signatures, it will be debated 
in Parliament. See www.change.org/p/ 
justice-for-ryan-ryan-s-law 


THE BIRMINGHAM. 
SOLIHULL & SANDWELL 

INTERNATIONAL 

JAZZ FESTIVAL 


PRESENTS 

Sat 21st July 

Ricky Cool & In the Crowd 
Tues 24th July Roy Forbes Trio 

Wed 25th July The Whiskey Brothers 
Thurs 26th July Digby 
Fairweather with Chase Jazzmen 

DOORS OPEN 7.30pm FREE ADMISSION 


The Windsor Theatre Bar & Tapas 

See our Tel: 07403 495686 See us 

T pig! book 377 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, B66 4DL iwitte" 


I 




hi 

_i 
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Seater with 2 rediner actions WAS £1485. 

_ 


Visit our newly refurbished Showroom to make the 
most of our fantastic offers 
Up to £1000 part exchange for your old Suite 
Free Delivery and Removal of your old Bed and Furniture 


when there gone, 
there gone... 



Kin 8 fls S S?dDY 67 Hu Tel: 01384 295660 Dreamworld 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm furniture 
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© Top Quality A Rated 

Products At Great!Rnces 

No 

© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


© No Deposit Required 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 



Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 

Proud to have worked with 


build 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 































Choir's champion recital 
for golfing celebrities 


A SCHOOL choir put in a champion- 
ship-winning performance at one of 
Europe’s major sporting events. 

Students from the Windsor Acad¬ 
emy Trust Choir, in Halesowen, 
were special guests at Wentworth 
Club, in Surrey, to perform during 
the BMW PGA Championship. 

The youngsters sang a range of 
musical hits - from the Greatest 
Showman to Tina Turner - to enter¬ 
tain guests of the Golf Foundation, 
the national child-centred golf char¬ 
ity that helps young people from all 
backgrounds and circumstances to 
enjoy the playing and personal bene¬ 
fits of the sport. 


After their performance, pupils 
were taken on a special tour of the 
golf course to watch some of the ce¬ 
lebrities and top golfers taking part 
in the tournament. 

They also met the likes of singing 
stars Niall Horan and Ronan Keat¬ 
ing, as well as former Formula One 
racing driver Damon Hill. 

Rose Alexander, the academy’s 
lead practitioner for music, said: 
“We were honoured to be asked to 
sing at this event and the Golf Foun¬ 
dation made us so welcome. 

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime oppor¬ 
tunity for our pupils and they will 
always remember it.” 



Windsor Academy Trust Choir pictured with former Boyzone singer Ronan Keating at Wentworth 


United faiths work 
recognised by PCC 

A GROUP of religious leaders are to be recognised by 
police chiefs for their efforts in bringing together divid¬ 
ed communities. 

Faithful Friends, made up of Sikhs, Muslims and 
Christians, formed in 2015 in an attempt to unify people 
in the Smethwick area. Their work has been shortlisted 
for the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
Award. 

Last year members began taking each other on a tour 
of their ‘special spiritual places’ in an attempt to build 
understanding between faiths. Locations ranged from a 
field in Cornwall to Amritsar in India, and even included 
a holiday camp. The group has also linked with schools 
via social media, filmed each visit and made videos that 
are now being shared in a bid to bring people together. 

Commissioner David Jamieson said: “This project 
sums up everything that is good about the West Mid¬ 
lands” 
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Property 
prices have 
trebled in 
18 years 


PROPERTY prices in Dudley have almost tre¬ 
bled in the last 18 years, new figures have 
revealed. 

A study has found the average price of a property 
in the borough went up 189 per cent, from £58,898 
to £170,126 - a difference of £111,228. 

It is a similar story across the Black Country. Price 
increases were even higher in Walsall, which has seen a 


198 per cent increase since 
the year 2000 while in West 
Bromwich there has been a 
204 per cent rise. 

In Wolverhampton, prices 
have gone up 183 per cent, 
in Stafford, 189 per cent and 
in Cannock, 193 per cent. 

Ron Darlington, partner 
at property auctioneer SDL 
Bigwood, said: “There is 
currently huge demand in 
the Black Country.” 

He said property prices 
had probably gone up faster 
in West Bromwich and Wal¬ 
sall due to first-time buyers 
from Birmingham and Soli¬ 
hull looking to neighbouring 
areas. 

Concern 

Dudley was ranked 79th 
out of 100 areas for property 
price increases in the study 
carried out by HouseSimple. 
com. 

Southend, Bristol and 
Cambridge came top of the 
rankings. In Southend, 
property prices had in¬ 
creased by 291 per cent. 

There is concern among 
some that the rising prices 
are forcing young people 
trying to get on the property 
ladder out of the market. 

However Dudley Coun¬ 
cil set a target in 2014 for 


By Alex Ross 


16,127 homes to be built by 
2026, including affordable 
homes. They include 237 
properties on industrial 
land in Shaw Road, Dudley, 
250 on land off Darkhouse 
Lane in Coseley and 124 
off Deepdale Lane in Upper 
Gornal. The conversion of 
Dudley’s Guest Hospital last 
year provided 157 homes to¬ 
ward the target. 

Wolverhampton council 
aims to see 2,043 new homes 
built by 2026. Plans are in 
place to convert the former 
Telecom House and Crown 
House in the city centre 
into apartments. Tim John¬ 
son, deputy chief executive 
at Wolverhampton council, 
said: “We have a target on 
homes we have to deliver 
which is why we’re looking 
at former office blocks.” 

Helen Guy, chief officer 
at Citizens Advice Bureau 
in Wolverhampton, said she 
had seen ‘growing numbers’ 
of people in privately rented 
homes because they can’t 
afford to buy. She said: “We 
want people to go into home 
ownership being clear that 
they understand their finan¬ 
cial commitments.” 


Notability vehicles 
on display at NEC 

THE country’s biggest display of vehicles for disabled 
people will be on show at The Big Event at Birmingham’s 
NEC. 

Taking place tomorrow (Friday) and Saturday, The 
Big Event offers disabled motorists and their families the 
chance to investigate the Motability Scheme. Free to attend 
and with free parking, it is the Motability Scheme’s flag¬ 
ship event this summer. 

Visitors will be able to get behind the wheel alongside a 
driving instructor and test drive a range of vehicle. Guests 
can book a test drive on the day if they have their full driv¬ 
ing licence. For the first time, Wheelchair Accessible Vehi¬ 
cle passenger taster experiences will also be available. See 
the website motability.co.uk/thebigevent for more details. 



Buy now and pay nothing until next year, 
not even a deposit. Interest free. 


Summer 


Opening offers for the 
start of the sale only. 


Q>usins 


cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

Birmingham I Dudley I Manchester 


0 % APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2019 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer 
not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this 

advert are valid until 15.07.18. See website for Price Promise details. 
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^Concern school 
may be built 
in green belt 

CAMPAIGNERS are battling pro¬ 
posals for a 750-place girls’ boarding 
school in Stourbridge which they fear 
will be be built on green belt land. 

Proposals to create the UK’s first 
all girls’ state boarding school have 
been revealed by Old Swinford Hos¬ 
pital school. 

Neighbours and campaigners from 
the Save Stourbridge Green Belt 
group fear the possible site on Norton 
Road will lead to loss of land, although 
no planning application has yet been 
made. 

Public consultation events will be 
held at Old Swinford Hospital on July 
16, 18 and 19. 

A spokesman for Old Swinford 
Hospital confirmed the Thomas Foley 
Foundation owns the land opposite 
the Roman Catholic graveyard on 
Norton Road, near Racecourse Lane 
junction. 

A statement on the school’s website 
said: “We are proposing to establish 
an 11-16 all girls’ school in the bor¬ 
ough of Dudley under the Govern¬ 
ment’s free schools programme. 

“The school will be open to girls of 
all faiths and none.” 

Cricket club will be 
hosting beer festival 

HALESOWEN Cricket Club is hold¬ 
ing a beer festival next weekend, fol¬ 
lowing the huge success of last year’s 
sold out debut event. 

The festival kicks off at 6pm on 
Friday, July 13, in a marquee at 
the Grange Road club which will be 
stocked with more than 30 varieties 
of beer, 20 varieties of cider, plus gin 
and prosecco bar. 

There will be food available, live 
music and matches involving the first 
XI on the Saturday versus Tamworth, 
with opponents to be announced for 
the Sunday’s T20 league fixture. 


Drinking swimming pool water 
left young woman in coma 


Rock of ages in park honours Bert 



With the stone are Bert Bissell’s nephew Colin Bissell, left, and Stephen Briscoe, chairman of Friends of Buffery Park 


A FRIENDSHIP stone was unveiled 
in memory of Dudley peace campaign¬ 
er Bert Bissell, who scaled Ben Nevis 
more than 100 times in a lifetime ded¬ 
icated to the service of others. 

The memorial stone was unveiled in 
Buffery Park on Saturday in memory 
of Mr Bissell, MBE, who first led a pil¬ 
grimage party from his Bible class to 
the summit of Ben Nevis on VJ Day 
in 1945. 

The stone had stood in Vicar Street 


for many years but was recently re¬ 
furbished and was unveiled at its new 
home by the Mayor of Dudley, Coun¬ 
cillor Alan Taylor. 

The event was organised by the 
Bert Bissell Memorial Society and 
Friends of Buffery Park. It will now sit 
alongside a board giving details of Mr 
Bissell’s life and achievements. The 
unveiling event was attended by local 
dignitaries, family and friends, includ¬ 
ing Bert’s nephew. 


Dudley-born Bert Bissell died 20 
years ago, aged 96. He lived at Sel- 
borne Road and founded the Young 
Men’s Bible Class, in Vicar Street. He 
was a probation officer and climbed 
Ben Nevis many times, constructing a 
Peace Cairn at its summit. 

Ben Nevis has been climbed every 
year for five years by Dudley people 
keen to honour his legacy and raise 
money for charities. The next climb 
takes place on August 16. 


A NURSE has been suspended after a woman in her care 
drank water from a swimming pool in Dudley, leaving her 
with serious brain injuries. 


The 22-year-old, who has the mental age of a young child, would drink water 
‘excessively’ and was unable to tell the difference between drinking water and 
water in the pool. Nurse Carole Halstead was chatting to a colleague as the 
woman drank from the pool at Dudley Leisure Centre, a Nursing and Midwifery 


Council disciplinary hearing was told. 

The woman fell into a coma after 
vomiting. Doctors said her life expec¬ 
tancy was significantly reduced and 
she was totally dependent on carers. 

Freetime Care Services, of which 
Mrs Halstead is a director, expressed 
‘deep remorse’ after the incident in 
July 2014. However, it said Mrs Hal¬ 
stead was considering appealing. 

Warned 


Arrests after 
series of raids 
on Domino's 


The woman’s mother said she 
warned the carer three times to limit 
her then teenaged daughter’s session 
to 10 minutes because of her habit 
of drinking the pool water. Mrs Hal¬ 
stead was seen chatting as the woman 
drank the pool water during a session 
claimed to last 40 minutes. 

Mrs Halstead denied being told 
about the 10-minute rule but admit¬ 
ted not preparing an adequate risk 
assessment. 

The panel found she had failed to 
prevent the woman consuming too 
much much water and failed to limit 
pool time to 10 minutes. The panel 
suspended the nurse of 24 years for 12 
months. 

Halesowen-based Freetime Care 
Services said: “Freetime and Carole 
Halstead would like to express their 
sincere apologies to the family. Free¬ 
time is taking every step possible to 
improve their processes.” 


THREE people have been arrested 
after four Domino’s pizza takeaways 
were broken into in one night. 

Branches in Rowley Regis, Wednes- 
bury, Stafford and Rugeley were all 
targeted in the early hours of Monday. 

Andrew David Bowering, aged 
24, of Gomer Street, Willenhall, and 
Michael Colin Watkins, aged 35, of 
Wednesfield Road, Willenhall, have 
both been charged with four counts 
of burglary. 

Bowering was remanded in custody 
due to appear before magistrates this 
week while Watkins was granted con¬ 
ditional bail and is due to appear be¬ 
fore Cannock magistrates on August 
1. 

Debbie Samantha Anderson, aged 
35, of Toll End Road, Tipton, was 
charged with four counts of conspiring 
to commit burglary. She was granted 
conditional bail to appear at Cannock 
Magistrates Court on July 18. 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 



mecr 


ADVERTISING 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 










































Boxer given payout 
for missed aneurysm 



Former boxer Darren McDermott, 39, from Dudley, has received a payout 


HE is a former profession¬ 
al boxing champion but has 
faced his toughest battle- 
soutside the ring. 

Darren McDermott, aged 39, 
from Dudley, has received a sub¬ 
stantial payout after a screening 
company failed to spot a potential¬ 
ly fatal brain aneurysm. 

The rising star was sparring with 
former two-time world light-heavy- 
weight champion Nathan Cleverly 
when the aneurysm ruptured. 

Just five months before, the Black 
Country Bodysnatcher, was given 
the ‘all-clear’ and re-licensed to box, 
following his British Boxing Board of 
Control (BBBoC) mandated annual 
medical and MRI scan. 

The aneurysm ruptured following a 
blow to Darren’s head. He continued 
to feel unwell for almost a week before 
it was detected by specialists at Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital. 

He was then taken for emergency 
surgery to stem a bleed on his brain 
at the Birmingham Queen Elizabeth 
hospital. 

Rehabilitation 

The incident left the former British 
middleweight champion, who had won 
17 of his 20 fights, needing specialist 
support and rehabilitation, and suffer¬ 
ing short-term memory loss. 

He was told shortly after surgery he 
would not be able to box again, which 
he described as ‘heartbreaking’. 

Darren said: “I was destroyed, it felt 
like the end of the world. I came home 
and lost my driving licence, lost my 
boxing licence, I just didn’t know what 
to do with myself. 

“I was in a bad place. For me to re¬ 
tire because I thought I was too old or 
not good enough would have been ac¬ 


ceptable. But for somebody to just take 
it away from me and tell me you can’t 
box anymore was just heartbreaking. 

“I started drinking, smoking, just 
not being me.” 

Following the incident in 2010 
the father of two and his wife Claire 
wanted to investigate if the condi¬ 
tion should have been detected ear¬ 
lier. He instructed specialist medical 
negligence lawyers Irwin Mitchell to 


investigate whether the pre-existing 
aneurysm should have been detected 
during routine testing. 

InHealth Ltd was the company ap¬ 
pointed by the BBBoC to manage the 
process of obtaining and checking all 
professional boxers’ MRI scans for 
re-licensing purposes. It has agreed 
to pay the couple a substantial settle¬ 
ment after admitting liability for Dar¬ 
ren’s injuries. 



THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 


iXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3950 



■ 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budget 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which make 
up 95% of our customers. ” 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail I 

ALL FOR ONLY [ 

£2150 


JULY & 
august 

fitting OWES 

NOW BEING 
reserved! 


Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


HALESOWEN COLLEGE 

EVEN 



thursd 


5.30P 




A LEVELS 

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

APPRENTICESHIPS 

HIGHER EDUCATON. ACCESS 
ft COURSES FOR ADULTS 


rv 


SECURE 

qOUR 

pLf^E 





OVJ& 

WHITTINGHAM ROAD CAMPUS 


RECEIVE EXCELLENT ADVICE 
AND GUIDANCE ABOUT 
OUR OUTSTANDING RANGE 
OF COURSES AT ALL LEVELS 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Motability show to 
feature 100 cars 

THE country’s biggest display of ve¬ 
hicles for disabled people will set up 
home at Birmingham’s NEC at The 
Big Event. 

Taking place tomorrow, Friday and 
Saturday, it offers disabled motorists 
and their families the chance to in¬ 
vestigate the Motability Scheme, with 
free admission and free parking. 

Free to attend and with free park¬ 
ing, it is the Motability Scheme’s flag¬ 
ship event this summer. 

The Motability Scheme provides 
affordable motoring to more than 
600,000 disabled customers and their 
families. More details are available at 
motability.co.uk/thebigevent. 

Drug driving up 
over two years 

DRUG-DRIVING offences in the West 
Midlands have more than doubled in 
just two years, according to new re¬ 
search. 

A total of 1,231 drivers were charged 
with driving under the influence of 
drugs in 2017, up from 533 in 2015. 

This includes consumption of ille¬ 
gal, prescription and over-the-counter 
drugs, which could have an impact 
on a motorist’s ability to drive, such 
as chlorphenamine, hydroxyzine or 
promethazine - all types of antihista¬ 
mines to curb symptoms of hay fever. 

In total, more than 6,300 UK driv¬ 
ers have been caught under the influ¬ 
ence of drugs in 2017. 

investment brings 
jobs to the region 

OVERSEAS firms pumping money 
into West Midlands businesses helped 
create more than 9,400 jobs last year, 
new figures reveal. 

Despite fears over the impact of 
Brexit talks, the latest figures from 
the Department for International 
Trade show increasing numbers of 
new projects involving foreign direct 
investment, or FDI. 

There were 171 new projects across 
the region last year - the most for 
three years, bringing in 9,424 jobs. 

Baggies' Bob tees 
up top golf prize 

FORMER Baggies goalkeeper Bob 
Ward won a charity golf day made up 
of ex-players. Mr Ward, who made 10 
appearances for West Bromwich Albi¬ 
on from 1973 to 1977, took part in the 
annual golf day at Walsall Golf Club. 

It was organised by the West Brom¬ 
wich Albion Former Players Associa¬ 
tion. The team winner was one made 
up of workers at CPC Civils Ltd in 
Solihull. 


Send your prom prints - and princesses 


THE school discos of our yesteryear 
are well and truly assigned to the his¬ 
tory books for the modern generation. 

When school’s out for students 
today they do not head for the hall 
in jeans and T-shirt to enjoy warm 
pop and a ‘funky’ teacher hitting 
the decks. Instead, they put on their 
ballgowns and black tie glamour for a 
night to remember - the school prom. 

Dress hunting is a serious business 


as all girls want to be the belle of the 
ball. And it’s not just about dressing to 
impress. Transport is almost as impor¬ 
tant as youngsters strive to make the 
biggest impression. 

So how much is this fairytale once- 
in-a-lifetime evening likely to set par¬ 
ents back? Well latest figures suggest 
we will spend an average of £500 on a 
daughter for prom night - and many 
will spend that on the dress alone. But 


with a tear in their eye and proudly 
clicking away with the camera, most 
parents will no doubt think it is money 
well spent. 

Send us your pictures from these 
milestone events and we will carry as 
many as possible in the paper. 

Email your picture with names of 
those in the snapshot as well as details 
of the school and where the event was 
to sue.attwater@expressandstar.co.uk 



Transport is almost as important 


Quirky display marks 
a medical milestone 


By Charlotte Callear 


A QUIRKY collection of medi¬ 
cal equipment from the 1800s 
is on display to mark 70 years 
of the NHS. 

From camphorated oil used 
to treat inflammation to oxygen 
tubes designed to look like glasses, 
the artefacts are made up of items 
from historian and former nurse 
Roy Stallard. 

The avid collector has a display in 
the Heart and Lung Centre at New 
Cross Hospital in Wolverhampton for 
visitors to see, set up to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the NHS. 

Among the display, there is a bed- 
pan, enema set, ear syringe, thermom¬ 
eter and more, along with black and 
white photographs that provide a look 
into healthcare in the 1800s. There 
will also be a map on display to show 
where the current nurses come from 
in the world. 

Legacy 

There are two display units which 
will open from noon until 2pm for vis¬ 
itors to view. In a couple of months, 
this will later be expanded into a per¬ 
manent display with 300 artefacts. He 
said: “I have a lot of pride in the NHS, 
it is an underfunded but wonderful in¬ 
stitution. 

“The hospital approached me and 
said they are celebrating the 70th an¬ 
niversary of the NHS and asked if I 
would like to do something.” 

“This provides a legacy of instru¬ 
ments from the early 1800s which I 
have collected over the years because 
I find them fascinating. 

The 84-year-old started training as 
a nurse as part of the medical corps 
for his national service in Germany in 
1952. After two years with the Royal 
Army Medical Core’s military hospital, 
he left and landed the job at the Royal 
in 1954 to train. 



There are different photographs of nurses at the Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton 



Roy Stallard with an 1848 nurses water jug 



Nebulisers 



Children’s oxygen tubes designed to 
look like spectacles 



An early bedpan An early enema 


Brutal bully 
is sent to 
prison for 
22 months 

A ‘BRUTAL bully’ with a history of 
violence against women has been 
jailed for 22 months for beating up 
his girlfriend. 

Jason Kinsey, aged 34, had been 
drinking all day on May 28 when he 
launched the attack on May 28, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court was told 

Kinsey ran at the woman while her 
back was turned and kicked her legs 
from under her, sending her crashing 
to the floor. She suffered facial inju¬ 
ries. 

The following day he attacked her 
again, this time while the victim was 
at his father’s home in Himley Road, 
Dudley. 

Mr Howard Searle, prosecuting, 
said Kinsey flicked a burning cigarette 
at the woman before grabbing a knife, 
which he repeatedly plunged into the 
wall beside her. He then spat at her. 

Drunken 

Kinsey, from Duke Street, Gornal, 
had 27 previous convictions involving 
51 separate offences which included a 
drunken attack on a former partner. 
He had also been convicted of a stab¬ 
bing. 

Mrs Kam Shergill, defending, said: 
“This had been a short-lived, volatile 
relationship during which there was a 
lot of arguing and drinking. He could 
have handled the situation better. He 
accepts that the relationship is over.” 

Kinsey pleaded guilty to assault and 
criminal damage and was jailed for a 
total of one year ten months. Judge 
Barry Berlin told him: “You are a bru¬ 
tal bully.” 

Kinsey was also made the subject of 
a restraining order banning any con¬ 
tact with the victim or his father. 

Stour ale will help 
river to improve 

A NEW beer being brewed in Lye will 
help raise funds for a project to im¬ 
prove the River Stour. 

Sadler’s Brewery is producing 
Salmon in the Stour, a bitter made 
with Worcestershire and Hereford¬ 
shire hops. For each cask ordered 
£10 will be donated to the project to 
improve the River Stour, which flows 
through the Black Country. 

The project has been set up to 
tackle water quality and litter whilst 
improving access for people and en¬ 
hancing habitats so wildlife like otters 
and salmon can thrive. 

Chris Sadler, managing director of 
Sadler’s Brewery, said: “Our brewery 
is right on the River Stour. Sadler’s, 
along with many other local busi¬ 
nesses, rely on it. Salmon in the Stour 
is a great project.” 


After Brazil Sue takes on India via bicycle 



Getting ready for a mammoth charity bike ride through India later this year is fundraiser Sue Harris, of Lye 


SUE Harris cycled across 
Brazil in October last years, 
raising thousands for a cancer 
charity, and now the 69-year- 
old, from Lye, will be cycling 
in India to raise funds for 
Women V Cancer. 

Mrs Harris raised £4,500 
for the charity in 2017, now 
hopes to raise a further £3,500 
by joining a group on a fund¬ 
raising mission to the subcon¬ 
tinent. 

The campaign hits close to 
home for Mrs Harris, whose 
mother Hilda Hickey had 
stomach cancer, but died due 
to unrelated issues aged 42. 

Mrs Harris will ride an av¬ 
erage 50 miles a day through 
New Delhi, Agra and Rajastha- 
nin November. 

Mrs Harris is urging people 
to attend a charity race night 
at the Quality Hotel in Dudley, 
tomorrow (Friday) for Women 
V Cancer. 

Tickets priced at £5 are 
available from Mrs Harris on 
07870 546843. Go to justgiv- 
ing.com/fundraising/sue-har 
risl8 to donate. 


MP welcomes homes 
at former college site 


STOURBRIDGE MP Margot James has 
welcomed plans to build homes on a disused 
former college site which has been blighted 
by vandalism and anti-social behaviour. 

Persimmon Homes has submitted an ap¬ 
plication to build 62 homes on the derelict 
Longlands School site in Bowling Green 
Road, Stourbridge. 

The site has been empty since Birming¬ 
ham Metropolitan College closed the Stour¬ 
bridge College campus at the old school site 
in 2011. 

The buildings, in a residential area, have 
been plagued by fires and other anti-social 
behaviour since then, including a major 
blaze two years ago. 

The Conservative MP has welcomed the 
fresh proposals and has also called on Dud¬ 
ley Council to ensure that the green space 
adjacent to the site is brought back into 
community use. 

She said: “I welcome this news, which has 
been a long time coming. The development 
would see the building of much-needed 
homes in our area, including affordable 
homes, and solve issues of anti-social be¬ 
haviour at the site. 



Stourbridge MP Margot James 

“A full public consultation will be con¬ 
ducted and I have been pressing Persim¬ 
mon Homes to engage with the community 
during this process. I will also chair a pub¬ 
lic meeting to allow local residents to come 
and meet the developers and discuss these 
plans. 

“I know residents are concerned about 
green space, so I call on the council to 
ensure that the land between the former 
school site and Albert Street is maintained 
for the benefit of the community.” 















































Light relief after man 
rescued off lamp post 



The fire service in action after the man climbed the lamp post. 
Picture: West Midlands Fire Service/Handsworth Fire Station 


A MAN thought to have taken an illegal high became stuck 
at the top of a lamp post and had to be helped down by fire¬ 
fighters. A member of the public called 999 to alert emer¬ 
gency services to the scene in Birmingham. 

Somehow the man had scaled the 32ft (10m) lamp and 
became stranded at the top for up to an hour. 

Two fire crews were called to Grove Lane near Holly 
Road, Handsworth, and used a hydraulic platform to reach 
the man and bring him down. 

A spokesman said they had no idea how he got there. 

The fire service tweeted he had taken an “illegal high” 
and the incident could have “ended very differently.” 

West Midlands Ambulance Service said they were called 
to reports of a man in “a precarious position at the top of a 
lamppost” just before 10pm on Saturday. 

He was treated for a hand injury and taken to Sandwell 
Hospital. 


Bedsits 
may come 
in above 
shops row 


A ROW of properties running over shops in 
Bearwood will be turned into bedsits, under 
new plans. 

Elevens separate plans have been lodged to con¬ 
vert a huge part of the high street on Bearwood 
Road into houses of multiple occupation, but the 
move has sparked concern from a councillor. 


But the proposals by ap¬ 
plicant Green Room Prop¬ 
erties Limited have sparked 
concern from a council¬ 
lor who fears the plan is 
‘ over-development’. 

The plans were due to 
be discussed at Sandwell 
Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee meeting, which was held 
yesterday, but councillors 
look set to visit the site be¬ 
fore allowing the scheme to 
go ahead. 

Councillor Bob Piper, 
ward councillor for the area 
and also who sits on the 
committee, said there is no 
parking facilities for the 
bedsits in an area where 
parking is at a “premium”. 

The applications are for 
the proposed change of use 
and refurbishment of first 
and second floors to accom¬ 
modate a house in multiple 


By Dayna Farringto n 

occupation with four single 
occupancy rooms, together 
with bicycle parking facil¬ 
ities, refuse and recycling 
storage and an external 
staircase to the rear. 

Councillor Piper said: “I 
sit on the planning commit¬ 
tee but I have given notice 
of my intention to remove 
myself from the committee 
in order to object to these 
planss.” 

A report to the committee 
said: “The application has 
been reported to the com¬ 
mittee at an early stage to 
enable members to visit the 
site. This is a summary re¬ 
port only and does not seek 
to assess the proposals. A 
full report will be prepared 
for the committee meeting 
on August 8.” 



Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
Covers All Popular Brands 

We have eveything from 
Canopy to Side Hung styles ^ 

Wrought Iron Gates 
& Railings available 


guaranteed 


Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 



Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 
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Looking to volunteer in your community? 

Look no fur+hor! 

Mrs&r™ 

Charities in the Community Exhibition 
Ha lesowen 


24th May 201 <3 - lOth July 201 <3 
Trinity Point, New Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, BG3 3I“TC 


Networking Paus 

Pth July 201<2>: lpm _ 4pm 
& 

lO+h July 201<2>: Pam _ 12pm 

To attend, please register atmycommunityspace.org.uk/community-events 
Viewings by appointment between 2.4th May 201© - £>tin July 201G 


tel: 0300 111 0300 
0 ff 1 ce@myc 0 mmun 1 ty 5 pace. 0 rg.uk 


Company No. 0<S<S5075<3 


Charity No. 1125415 


MAKE@VER 



35% OFF 

EVERY RANGE. 
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PLUS FREE WORKTOPS 

WITH EVERY KITCHEN MAKEOVER PURCHASE* 



♦OR AFTER 12 MONTHS 
SPREAD THE COST & PAY 
MONTHLY AT 19.9%APR 
REPRESENTATIVE** 


m 




*12.50. 





WE SUPPLY 

& INSTALL 
APPLIANCES 


/is 


INSTITUTE Q* 

INSTALLATION 


at INTERNET jgf 


* 


BEATING 
PRICES 


• 4UPPLMA TO ftCLfeCTGD RANG*ft 
EKCLUOCS VAT A W 


* MINIMUM SPtMO £2000 • VAT 


4 and upjwd toy 
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r Visit Our Website, 

Our Merry Hill Showroom 
or We Con Come and Visit You 

r CALL TODAY TO ARRANGE A FREE APPOINTMENT 

- 01384 913969 

www.themakeovercompany.co.uk. 

MERRY HILL SHOWROOM: 


pic 

I r# - 


MON - SAT / 9AM TIL 5P* 


: UNTIL 7PM THURS 


21-22 Enterprise Trading Estate. Bherley Hill, 
West Midlands D YS TTX 
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16 Homes & Gardens 


Attract more 
visitors by 
making your 
own birdbath 



IT’S not just plants that thrive in gardens, 
birds love them - and they love them even 
more when there’s a birdbath to visit. 

Water helps keep a bird’s body cool both from 
the inside and outside. Offering water in your 
garden will attract more birds than just those 
looking for food, since birds that would not nor¬ 
mally visit feeders can be tempted by water fea¬ 
tures 

Birds fly to birdbaths for the water they need - for 
drinking and for grooming - and while they are there 
they will hunt for the insects, worms, seeds and flower 
parts they like to eat. 

In the process they will help aerate the soil, help tidy 
up dead plant material and help keep plants healthy as 
they devour pests. 

The best birdbaths are normally shallow with slop¬ 
ing sides, rather than deep pools of water. 

The shallow pitch lets smaller birds wade in, where 
they can stand up and clean their feathers instead of 
having to jump in. 

Leave plenty of open space around the birdbath as 
well, so that birds can see any predators from far off. 
Also, place the birdbath near a perch of some sort, such 
as a small open tree or on a trellis or arbor. That lets 
birds scan the horizon from high up before swooping 
in to the bath. 


Simplest 

The simplest birdbath is a terracotta plant pot sau¬ 
cer with some small stones - and is very easy to make 
yourself. 

Just grab a large terracotta plant pot and sau¬ 
cer, some all-purpose glue for outside use and some 
rounded stones (about the size of a plum). 

Turn the pot upside down and scrub the base clean. 
Then apply a generous layer of waterproof glue to the 
base. 

Place the saucer on the base of the pot, settling it 
into the glue. 

Leave it for 24 hours to ensure that the glue dries 
thoroughly. 

Place the birdbath in a suitable spot, add some 
stones so birds can perch to drink and then add some 
fresh, clean water. 

The pebbles also provide an escape route for hon¬ 
eybees that are frequent visitors to bird baths as they 
need water to regulate temperature within the colony 
on hot summer days. 

If pots and containers are just part of your outside 
space then here are some gardening tips for this month 
from the Royal Horticultural Society: 

• Water tubs and plants, but be water-wise 

• Hoe any sun loving weeds 

• Place conservatory plants outside now that it is 
warm 

• Deadhead plants to ensure continuous flowering 

• Keep ponds topped up and clear of algae 

• Order catalogues for next year’s spring-flowering 
bulbs 

• Give the lawn a quick-acting summer feed and 
mow regularly 

• Give outside woodwork a lick of paint or preserver, 
while the weather is dry 

Sara Milne 

The Potted Garden 


Payout plan for issues switching energy suppliers 



Ofgem plans to compensate householders who have 
suffered problems switching energy suppliers 


PLANS announced by the regulator Ofgem to compensate 
householders who have suffered problems switching ener¬ 
gy suppliers have been welcomed. 

“Any moves to help residents to reduce their bills are 
good news and long overdue,” said green expert Ron Fox, 
of Noreus Ltd on University of Keele Science and Innova¬ 
tion Park. 

Under the scheme companies, who make errors when 
customers want to switch, such as moving them to the 
wrong company or being too slow to send a final bill or 
taking too long to complete the move, will have to pay up 
to £60 in compensation. 

Both the regulator and Ofgem have spent years encour¬ 
aging people to switch suppliers to get a better energy deal. 

But research has shown many people don’t bother be¬ 
cause they are worried there will be problems or that they 
tried once before and it didn’t work out. 

More than five million electricity customers and four 
million gas customers swapped suppliers last year, but mil¬ 
lions more, particularly the elderly, have never switched 
and are stuck on expensive standard tariffs. 

Rob Salter-Church, interim head of consumers and mar¬ 
kets at Ofgem, said the automatic compensation would help 
protect consumers and ensure suppliers get switches right 
first time. 

His comments were supported by Mr Fox, who said those 
who had switched from a variable rate tariff to a fixed rate 


Bargains can be 
but be wary of 


deal would have saved about £376 a year. He encouraged 
householders to shop around for the cheapest energy deal 
now as he said it was so easy and particularly as British 
Gas, Npower and EDF had all put up their prices in the 
last couple of months. 

Firstly, people should enter the tariff and energy usage 
from their most recent bill on a price comparison website 
which will suggest the cheapest supplier. 

But Mr Fox warned that the lowest price may not always 
be the best after research by the consumer charity Citizens’ 
Advice found that the bottom 15 places for the worst cus¬ 
tomer service all went to small companies. 

He advised people thinking of moving to a new small pro¬ 
vider to then look at three areas. 

“Beware of companies who ask you to pay up front for a 
better deal - they may not have a big enough cash reserve,” 
he said. 

“Secondly, if the provider has a poor customer service 
record it may be struggling with rapid expansion. Finally, 
make sure the company gives both value for money and has 
a good trading record.” 

Meanwhile, for those looking for even more freedom 
from rising electricity and heating costs, Mr Fox recom¬ 
mended looking at renewable alternatives. 

These include rooftop solar photovoltaic panels, which 
change energy from the sun into domestic electricity, and 
air source heat pumps. 




Garden centres are full of enticing offers - but are they really worth it? 



Acers are pricey - and there are cheaper alternatives Give pots with roots protruding a miss 


Report by Hannah Stephenson 

SO, after perusing the very ex¬ 
pensive plant sections in your lo¬ 
cal garden centre, you move on 
to the discount bench. 

You’ll often find an array of spec¬ 
imens much more suited to your 
budget. 

But are they worth buying? 

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU CHOOSE 

Christine Walkden, resident gardening 
expert of The One Show and author of 
Christine Walkden’s No-Nonsense Con¬ 
tainer Gardening, says you can bag some 
fantastic bargains, but you need to be aware 
of what may end up on the compost heap. 

“Garden centres are now clearing their 
shelves of mainstream bedding and herba¬ 
ceous plants to get ready for bulbs, which 
generally come in in August, and then for 
their Christmas stock,” she says. 

“If a plant is just reduced because they 
want to clear the benches, which at this 
time of year is often the case, you can pick 
up some real bargains.” 

As the season began so late this year, 
there are great bargains to be had, she adds. 

SUMMER ANNUALS AT A SNIP 

You can now purchase packs of summer 
annuals for a fraction of their original cost, 
as well as ready-made hanging baskets and 
containers, which if kept fed, watered and 
dead-headed, should last well into Septem¬ 
ber. 

CHECK PLANT HEALTH 

But you need to check the plant’s health 
before you buy, she warns. 

“A lot of things are being reduced, but 
look carefully at what’s being offered,” 
she advises. “I would avoid anything soft, 
squidgy, obviously diseased or weak, the 
normal poor quality things. 

“If the roots of discounted bedding plants 
are coming through the bottom of the tray, 
it’s probably best to avoid them as they are 
likely to have been there a long time and 
may have been starved.” 

CONSIDER PERENNIALS WHICH 
HAVE FINISHED FLOWERING 

Plants which are coming into flower or in 
full bloom are likely to be more expensive, 
while perennials and shrubs which have 
finished flowering may well be among the 
sale items. 

“If perennials have just been chopped 
back and have a good root system, and the 
roots are white and fleshy, that’s another 
bargain to be had,” says Walkden. You can 
get all-round interest by going into your 
local garden centre on the same day every 
month and bagging a bargain, she adds. 

WHAT ABOUT BULBS 
AND SEED POTATOES? 

Recently, some centres have been selling 
off seed potatoes which should have ideally 
been planted earlier in the year. 

Walkden advises: “You can plant seed po¬ 
tatoes until the end of June, while garden 
centres will be stocking autumn-flowering 


bulbs now - such as sternbergias and Cro¬ 
cus zonatus - which should be planted by 
late August. 

“Bulbs are interesting because you can 
plant them totally out of season and they 
will just flower much later,” she says. 

“If the bulb is sound, with no softness, 
mould or disease on it and you haven’t got 
round to buying them, then buy them. 

“I know lots of people who plant their 
spring bulbs in December, because they 


forget, and they’ll just flower later.” 
CONSIDER CHEAPER VARIETIES 

There are other ways to save money on 
garden centre plants. Some specimens may 
be more expensive than less popular vari¬ 
eties. 

Acers, for example, can be extremely 
pricey, but some argue you can get the same 
effect with cheaper trees such as cherry or 
Amelanchier. 

Lifting and dividing plants can also be 


an economical way of increasing your stock 
and you can do this with many plants, from 
dainty-looking astrantia, to tropical-looking 
hostas, heleniums, rudbeckias and crocos- 
mias. 

Some clumps of bulbs will separate eas¬ 
ily, to give you several healthy clumps to 
replant, while you may need to get a gar¬ 
dening knife to divide other tougher-rooted 
types like hostas. But leave this job until 
the plant is dormant, if you can. 
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JAZZ IS ALL 
THAT MATTERS 
TO CURTIS 

INSIDE > > 


THEATRE + MUSIC + TV LISTINGS + PUZZLES 


Offering a warm welcome 



Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome to 
customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder of 
Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens 
featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events not 
to mention AT THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is the 
availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate weekly. 
Regulars very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ Ales, 
Oakham, JHB, Stairway To Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, 
plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers 
can get lOp back on their card for every pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI to 
compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, customers 
cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 

Lots of Exciting upcoming entertainment, look out for their 
adverts or check out their Facebook page. 
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#BRITANNIA 


Forthcoming Events] 

Showing All World Cup 
Games on a LARGE SCREEN & 
SURROUND SOUND WITH OR 
OUTDOOR TV 

OM THE NEW PATIO AREA 

July 

7th - Toby % 


| ^ | 14th - Life Swing Boogie Band * - 1 


2 1st - The Straight Aces 
28th - Black Heart Angels 
Great Selection of Ales, Ciders, 
Gins, Lagers, Spirits and Much More.. 


D=&!^ 


Hot Pork & 
Hot Beef Cobs 

NOW SERVED ALL DAY. 


2 4 £10 


ON MAIN MEALS 

Monday-Thursday 
FROM 5PM. 
Friday & Saturday 
12noon - 8pm 
Sunday lunch menu 

ALSO AVAILABLE. 


18 ROWLEY VILLAGE 
B65 9AT 

t: 0121 559 3415 
FIND US ON 
T 
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Sinatra and all that 
jazz tor star Curtis 



It’s very easy to 
lose track of reality. 
They were great 
times. . . 


B ack in the day, Curtis 

Stigers was the man with 
the flowing locks and the 
pin-up looks. The singer 
enjoyed a string of chart 
successes in the early 
1990s, including the international 
smash hits I Wonder Why and You’re 
All That Matters To Me. 

And yet becoming part of the international jet set was 
something that didn’t sit well. He was more interested in 
playing the music close to his heart - jazz and swing - 
than he was making a dent in the charts. 

And so he began an alternative career. Curtis exited the 
arenas and stadiums into which he’d briefly been placed 
and started doing the rounds at jazz clubs and bars. That 
was 17 years ago and his jazzy versions of pop songs 
have made him ever-popular in the USA and Europe. 
These days, his records don’t make the chart - and that’s 
exactly how he likes it. 

He’s back on the road with a show that pays homage to 
the greatest of them all - Frank Sinatra - and will headline 
Birmingham’s Town Hall on July 13 with a show called 
Sinatra At The Sands, in which he’ll perform with The 
Ronnie Scott’s Big Band. 

Curtis will channel the hip, swinging chemistry of Frank 
Sinatra and the Count Basie Orchestra in celebration 
of the classic album Sinatra at the Sands. It follows the 
release last year of his latest album, One More For The 
Road, with the Danish Radio Big Band. 

Not that Stigers will party 
like 01’ Blue Eyes after 
the show. “I’m old 
enough to know that 
I shouldn’t have 
a drink of whisky 
to end the night. 

That’s always been 
a downfall for me. 

The next day is a very 
bad day if I do that. If I’i 
going to have something 
strong, I’m going to start 
with it. Once I’m done with 
it, I’m a big fan of a nice 
glass of red wine, so I’d 
switch to that. It’d have to 
be red wine only because 
I’m too smart to hurt myself 
as badly as I did when I was 
young. 

OUTSPOKEN 

“Listen to me, children! Do not mix 
drinks at the end of the night. It seems 
like a great idea when they bring out a 
bottle of nice Scotch whisky but once 
they do that, you’re in trouble.” 

Curtis is one of rock’n’roll’s more 
cultured performers. A delightful raconteur 
and outspoken politico, his Twitter feed is 
one of the more entertaining that there is. 

He frequently rails against the ‘poison’ 
of USA President Donald Trump and also 
tackles such commentators as Katie Hopkins 
in no-punches-pulled discourse. 

“He’s just a nightmare for everyone. I think 
in the long-run, even the people who support him 
will rue the day that they decided to vote for him. 

He doesn’t care about anybody except himself. He’s 
not about the country. He’s not about the people he 
supposedly represents. He’s about making money 
and getting attention. I don’t think he’s mentally stable 
either. We could probably talk about him for hours!” 

Curtis’s new Sinatra project is close to his heart. He is 
a huge fan of Sinatra at the Sands, which inspired his 
album with the Danish Radio Big Band. 

“I flew over to rehearse with them for a day, 


drank a couple of Danish beers and 
I sang a bunch of great material that I 
have known since I was a kid but hadn’t 
sung as it never occurred to me to sing 
Sinatra. I’ve always kind of done my own 
thing. I had a ball, though. It was a riot. 

“A few weeks later someone sent me 
an email with a link to the recordings for 
Danish radio, as it had gone out as a 
broadcast. 

“And to be honest, I didn’t even 
listen to it. It took me a couple of 
weeks to rediscover it. I threw it 
on when doing some work and 
I was really surprised by how 
fresh it sounded and how 
cool it sounded to hear 
me singing these songs 
and arrangements 
that Sinatra made so 
famous.” 

Curtis has led 
a remarkable 
life - coming 
face-to-face 
with rock excess 
and meeting his 
heroes along the 
way. 

“It was wonderful 
at the time - but you 
can’t spend your life 


like that. It’s very easy to lose track of reality. They were 
great times and I got to perform in front of huge numbers 
of people and meet a lot of my heroes like Eric Clapton, 
Elton John and Prince. But I wouldn’t want to be stuck 
in the back of a tour bus now - these days I like to keep 
it low key, it’s better to connect to people in each of the 
place I travel to. 

“Different things are important to me now I guess. I’ve 
seen plenty of people in my industry lose sight of what’s 
real and what’s not. I’d like to think that I have never 
been like that, I’ve always tried to keep a grip on what’s 
important.” 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
















Emphasis on youth at 
Rep's theatre festival 


More than 200 young people from across 
Europe will unite in Birmingham this summer 
for a celebration of youth theatre. 

Over five days from July 30 to August 3, a total of 
14 youth theatre companies will perform as part of 
For / With / By: Festival of European Youth Theatre at 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre. 

The aim of the festival is to raise awareness of youth 
theatre work, both in the UK and Europe, and also to 
celebrate incredible theatre made by young people 
aged 14 to 25. 

The programme includes a broad range of plays 
from the classic, Antigone, to the topical Windrush- 
inspired, The Place For Me, with companies from 
across the UK and also Ireland, Poland and Spain. 


Steve Ball, associate director for learning and 
participation at Birmingham Rep, said: “For / With / By 
is a celebration of the thousands of young people who 
take part in youth theatre groups every week across 
the UK and Europe. Flere at The Rep we believe theatre 
and the chance to participate in high-quality drama 
activities should be open to every young person. 

“Performing, learning and participating in theatre 
can have life-changing experiences and I think that 
during the festival you’ll not only see some incredible 
theatre making, you’ll also see young people having a 
real drive and passion for something they have chosen 
to be part of.” 

For further information about the shows see www. 
birmingham-rep.co.uk website. 


Be moonstruck by 
the Lunar line-up 


THE Lunar Festival near 
Birmingham offers an 
intimate alternative to the 
summer’s mega music tests. 

The capacity is 5,000 for the 
Lunar Festival, named after a group 
of Birmingham-based 18th century 
industrialists, philosophers and 
intellectuals, which is being held at 
a rural site near the Warwickshire 
village of Tanworth-ln-Arden, after 
taking a year off in 2017. 

Committed to staying small 
whilst thinking big, the 2018 edition 
of Lunar Festival is held over the 
weekend of July 27 to 29. The major 
music acts will be in action from 


Friday to Sunday, following ‘early 
settlers’ day on Thursday. 

Top of the bill on Friday is 
Amadou & Mariam, a Grammy- 
nomiated duo from Mali, and the 
line up also includes the Go! Team, 
folk group The Unthanks with the 
songs of Molly Drake, a DJ set from 
Baement Jaxx and funky Welsh 
band Boy Azooga, plus others. 

Goldfrapp, fronted by Alison 
Goldfrapp, pictured, headline 
on Saturday, plus electronic 
outfit Crazy P, Flookworms and 
‘Madchester’ favourites A Guy 
Called Gerald, and more. Another 
eclectic line-up on Sunday is 
topped by new wave veterans The 



Stranglers, 
with support 

from Malian band Songhoy Blues, 
singer-songwriter Jane Weaver, and 
DJ Mark Radcliffe’s Galleon Blast. 

“Lunar is 100 per cent dedicated 
to celebrating the wonderful 
community of music and art lovers 
that have supported the festival 
to date, and we look forward to 
welcoming friends old and new 
to this year’s edition,” said the 
festival’s John Fell. 

There is a range of prices with 
camping and without, and special 
deals for students and NFIS 
workers. For more information see 
www.lunarfestival.co.uk website. 


Fenn-tastic event 
for Twin Peaks fans 

Sherilyn Fenn, Audrey Horne 
in cult 1990s TV series Twin 
Peaks and its sequel Twin 
Peaks: The Return, is 
the first special guest 
announced for MCM 
Birmingham Comic 
Con at the NEC on 
November 24 and 25. 

While Fenn has an array 
of TV and film credits to her 
name, from Gilmore Girls to 
the controversial Boxing Helena, the Detroit-born 
actor is best known as Audrey in David Lynch and 
Mark Frost’s surreal detective drama Twin Peaks. 
See www.mcmcomiccon.com/birmingham/2018 


Hip-hop and pop at 
Solihull Summer Fest 

This year’s Solihull Summer Fest is set to be the best 
yet with a line-up that includes pop legendss Busted, 
Sister Sledge, Blue and lOcc - plus latest X-factor 
winners, Rak-Su. Now in its third year, thousands at 
Tudor Grange Park over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend.The Saturday (August 25) line-up includes 
disco sensations Sister Sledge, 70s favourites 
lOcc and All Rise’ boy band Blue. Also on the bill 
are X Factor hip-hop sensations Rak-Su, singer 
and Britain’s Got Talent judge Alesha Dixon and 
Roland Gift from the Fine Young Cannibals. Sunday 
(August 26) includes the only confirmed gig of 2018 
for Busted, plus ‘America’ hitmakers Razorlight, the 
Lightning Seeds, The Beat featuring Ranking Roger 
and The Dualers. Plus special guest rappers the 
Sugar Hill Gang. Visit www.solihullsummerfest.co.uk 



High standard of food and ales 


The Island Pool is a classic country pub serving 
not only a high standard of food but great 
traditional ales. 

A spokesman said: “We have to offer, a carvery 
with a choice freshly roasted meats accompanied 
by a wide variety of fresh locally sourced 
vegetables. 

“Alongside our carvery, we have an extensive 
menu with a range of foods to suit any and every 
palate. We are proud to offer exquisite beef 
steaks, also sourced locally, and are all cooked to 
perfection. 

“Sumptuous breakfast, tasty lunch and sexy 
dinners. Stop by for our varied menu and enjoy our 
farm to table concept.” 

The pub is open daily between Sunday and 
Friday, from 12pm and 8pm and Saturday from 
12noon to 9pm. 

Breakfast is available on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday between 8.30am and 11am. 

The spokesman added: “Whether it’s brunch, 
lunch or dinner you’re joining us for, call to reserve 
your table on (01562) 850311.” 



welcome to... 

The Island Pool 

A classic country pub serving a high 
standard of food and great traditional ales 


The Island Pool, Wolverhampton Road, 
Kidderminster DYIO 3RX (formerly Cookley Arms) 

_ 


1/2 price off main menu every Monday 

between 5pm - 8pm (booking advisable) 

BREAKFAST ALL YOU 
CAN EAT BUFFET STYLE. 

8.30am - 11 am 
Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday 
Come and start the 
weekend the right way 




QUIZ NIQHT 


Wednesday's from 8.30pm 

Come and test your knowledge!!! 



Choose from any of our freshly selected roasted 
meats accompanied by Yorkshire pudding and 
homemade seasoning, served with a wide selection 
of locally grown fresh vegetables, all finished off 
with our Chef's secret recipe gravy. 



For bookings or further details please call 


01562 850311 


www.theislandpool.net 



Andre Rieu 

at the Echo Arena, Liverpool 

Departing Friday 14 Dec 

from Halesowen, Dudley & Stourbridge 


Thursford 

Christmas Spectacular 

Departing Friday 14 Dec 

from Halesowen, Dudley & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

Overnight stay at a selected hotel with 
breakfast 

Ticket to Andre Rieu concert at the Echo Arena, 
Liverpool (upper tier) 

✓ En-route visit to Manchester Christmas Market 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

t/ 3 nights at the Warner Gunton Hall Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft with dinner & breakfast 

t/ Entrance to the Thursford Christmas 
Spectacular 

✓ Entertainment every night 
t/ Excursion to Norwich 


2 Days 

by Coach | 

only 

£ 189 

4 Days 

by Coach 

B>E : 1 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at justgoholidays.com/RT minutes package 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 5, 2018 



































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 5, 2018 



CHOICE 



RHS Hampton Court Flower 
Show 2018 
(BBC2,9.30pm) 

On the final day at the RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, Carol Klein will be 
revealing what to plant this 
weekend for instant results, Arit 
Anderson has some Hampton- 
inspired ideas for outside 
spaces, and Adam Frost 
explores how to create privacy 
in a garden. Plus, Toby 
Buckland meets the winner of 
Florist of the Year and Nick 
Bailey looks in detail at a cut- 
flower favourite, the lily. 
Introduced by Joe Swift and Jo 
Whiley. 


In the event of live football not being 
shown, the following schedule is 
subject to change. 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Wimbledon 
2018. Sue Barker introduces live 
coverage of day six at the All England 
Club. 2.30 M0TD Live: FIFA World Cup 
2018. Gary Lineker presents coverage of 
the third quarter-final (Kick-off 3.00pm). 

5.15 Wimbledon 2018. Sue Barker 
presents further live coverage of day six. 
6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 M0TD Live: FIFA World Cup 

2018. Spain or Russia v Croatia or 
Denmark (Kick-off 7.00pm). Gary 
Lineker presents coverage of the 
fourth quarter-final, which takes 
place at Fisht Stadium in Sochi, as 
the semi-final line-up is 
completed. The teams still left in 
the competition at this stage know 
they have a very strong chance of 
lifting the famous trophy, and the 
pressure will be on both countries 
to perform well here. If the 
expected results had occurred in 
the group stages and during last 
week’s last-16 encounters, this 
match may well have been a 
mouthwatering clash between 
Spain and Argentina, but Jorge 
Sampaoli’s side just scraped 
through in second place from their 
group, and met France in the 
second round a week ago. 
Fernando Hierro - who travelled to 
four World Cups as a defender for 
Spain - took over as manager just 
days before the start of the 
tournament following Julen 
Lopetegui’s sacking, and guided 
his side to a memorable 3-3 draw 
with Portugal, a 1 -0 victory over 
Iran and a 2-2 draw with Morocco 
in their group games. With 
commentary by Jonathan Pearce 
and Danny Murphy. 

9.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes fears 
her family is planning to send her 
to a nursing home, when in fact it 
is Spartacus the dog who is set to 
be sent away. Comedy, starring 
Brendan O’Carroll. (R) 

9.45 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.05Film: Avengers: Age of Ultron. 

(2015) Sci-fi adventure sequel, 
with Robert Downey Jr. 

12.15 M0TD: FIFA World Cup 2018 
Replay. 2.00 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 2.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.40 Marrying Mum and Dad. 7.10 
Officially Amazing Goes Bunkers. 7.40 
The Dengineers. (R) 8.10 Naomi’s 
Nightmares of Nature. (R) 8.40 Deadly 
Dinosaurs with Steve Backshall. (R) 9.10 
David Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. 
(R) 9.30 Second Chance Summer: 
Tuscany. (R) 10.30 Athletics: Diamond 
League Lausanne Highlights. 11.30 
Wimbledon 2018. 

8.30 Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding introduces highlights of 
the sixth day’s play at SW19, 
where the line-up for the last 16 
was set to be decided. The middle 
Saturday is always a special 
occasion at SW19 and the crowd 
on Centre Court last year were 
treated to the sight of Roger 
Federer and Novak Djokovic 
progressing to the fourth round 
with respective straight-set 
victories over Mischa Zverev and 
Ernests Gulbis, while Frenchman 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga was dumped 
out of the tournament on Court 
Two against American Sam 
Querrey. 

9.30 RHS Hampton Court Flower Show 
2018. Carol Klein reveals what to 
plant for instant results, Arit 
Anderson has ideas for outside 
spaces, and Adam Frost explores 
how to create privacy in a garden. 
Last in the series. 

lO.OOJoanna & Jennifer: Absolutely 
Champers. In Absolutely 
Fabulous, Patsy and Edina were 
rarely seen without a glass of 
champagne in their hands. And it 
turns out their real-life 
counterparts, comedy 
collaborators and great friends 
Joanna Lumley and Jennifer 
Saunders, also like nothing more 
than getting together to share a 
glass of something chilled and 
bubbly. Now the pair head across 
the channel to explore the 
Champagne region of France and 
find out how the tipple is made. 
Along the way, they also quiz each 
other about their lives, revealing 
previously unheard stories and 
anecdotes. (R) 

11.00 Absolutely Fabulous. A new 

boyfriend boasting a selection of 
lost Beatles recordings makes 
Eddie think she has hit the big 
time. (R) 

11.30 Film: Behind the Candelabra. 

(2013) 

1.20 Film: Populaire. (2012) 3.05 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


In the event of live football not being 
shown, the following schedule is 
subject to change. 

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Mission Employable. (R) 6.55 The 
Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 Ninjago: 
Tournament of Elements. (R) 7.30 The 
Haunted Hathaways. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s American 
Adventure. 9.55 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 10.55 The Best of the Voice 
Worldwide. 11.55 ITV News. 12.00 ITV 
Racing: Live from Sandown. Coverage of 
today’s races from Sandown Park and 
Haydock Park. 2.30 FIFA World Cup 
2018. Coverage of the third quarter-final 
(Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.15 Catchphrase. (R) 
6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 FIFA World Cup 2018. Spain or 

Russia v Croatia or Denmark 
(Kick-off 7.00pm). Mark Pougatch 
presents coverage of the fourth 
quarter-final, which takes place at 
Fisht Stadium in Sochi, as the 
semi-final line-up is completed. 
The teams still left in the 
competition at this stage know 
they have a very strong chance of 
lifting the famous trophy, and the 
pressure will be on both countries 
to perform well here. If the 
expected results had occurred in 
the group stages and during last 
week’s last-16 encounters, this 
match may well have been a 
mouthwatering clash between 
Spain and Argentina, but Jorge 
Sampaoli’s side just scraped 
through in second place from their 
group, and met France in the 
second round a week ago. 
Fernando Hierro - who travelled to 
four World Cups as a defender for 
Spain - took over as manager just 
days before the start of the 
tournament following Julen 
Lopetegui’s sacking, and guided 
his side to a memorable 3-3 draw 
with Portugal, a 1 -0 victory over 
Iran and a 2-2 draw with Morocco 
in their group games. 

9.15 Bear’s Mission with Rob Brydon. 
Adventurer Bear Grylls teaches the 
comedian some alternative 
survival skills. (R) 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Film: The Bourne Identity. (2002) 
Thriller, starring Matt Damon. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Mr Selfridge. 

(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Swansea Half Marathon. 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 
Formula 1 British Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live. The 10th round of the season 
continues. 12.25 FI Meets Toto Wolff. 

(R) 12.55 Formula 1 British Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage of the 
qualifying session at Silverstone (Start¬ 
time 2.00pm). 3.50 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 4.50 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 Escape to the 
Chateau: DIY. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys: India. The 
first of two programmes in which 
Timothy West and Prunella Scales 
explore India by canal boat. The 
trip begins in Kerala, a region of 
palm-fringed lakes, rivers and 
British-built canals which has had 
a thriving spice trade for 
thousands of years. They explore a 
boat built by a local ruler and make 
offerings at a temple, while Pru 
learns a traditional dance. (R) 

8.00 Film: The Second Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel. (2015) With the 
original Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
a roaring success, owner Sonny 
decides the time is right to expand 
his business empire. But to do so, 
he and the rest of the residents 
must pull out all the stops to 
impress a potential investor’s 
inspector - a task that proves to be 
easier said than done. Comedy 
drama sequel, with Dev Patel, 
Maggie Smith, Judi Dench and 
Richard Gere. 

10.25 Film: The World’s End. (2013) 

Five childhood friends reunite for a 
pub crawl in their home town, only 
to stumble on a threat to the entire 
human race. Sci-fi comedy, with 
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost. 

12.30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. Gordon 
Ramsay visits a dog-friendly hotel in 
urgent need of help. (R) 1.20 The Big 
Narstie Show. The grime MC presents an 
alternative entertainment show. (R) 2.15 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. A special flashback 
episode focusing on James, looking back 
at moments in his life including his 16th 
birthday and landing his first role at law 
firm, Forbes Carney. (R) 4.15 Selling 
Houses with Amanda Lamb. Three rival 
north London sellers try to clinch a sale 
from buyer Kelly. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.50 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.50 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 1.45 Bad 
Tenants, Rogue Landlords. (R) 2.45 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. (R) 3.45 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. (R) 4.45 
Rich House, Poor House. (R) 5.45 5 
News Weekend. 5.50 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away! (R) 

6.45 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

The enforcement agents chase 
down a builder owing nearly 
£3,500 to a customer and head to 
south London to recover almost 
£10,000 from a debtor who acted 
as guarantor for a friend. (R) 

7.40 Britain’s Greatest Magician: Paul 
Daniels. Documentary revisiting 
the highlights of Paul Daniels’ 
decades-long career as a TV 
magician, which saw him bring 
magic to the masses via grand set- 
piece performances such as 
making an elephant vanish, and 
shocking stunts, including his 
infamous iron maiden trick. The 
programme also charts the 
beginnings of Paul’s interest in 
illusions, learning rudimentary 
tricks from a book during his 
childhood in Middlesbrough. 
Includes interviews with Paul’s 
Magic Circle contemporary 
Stephen Mulhern, illusionists 
David Copperfield and Penn and 
Teller, and the magician’s own 
widow and former on-stage 
companion Debbie McGee. (R) 
9.00 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic Tricks. TV 
illusionists have been sawing 
ladies in half, catching bullets 
between their teeth, reading minds 
and performing feats of 
escapology for decades. Channel 5 
counts down the best, including 
the astonishing set-pieces of Penn 
& Teller, the mind-bending of 
Derren Brown and the street magic 
of David Blaine. It features 
spectacular illusions, such as 
making the Statue of Liberty 
disappear, intimate card tricks and 
the lighter side of the business, 
thanks to the inclusion of comedy 
great Tommy Cooper. Paul Daniels 
and Dynamo also appear in this 
magic compendium. (R) 

11.50 Cricket on 5. 

12.45 SuperCasino. 3.10 The A-Team. 
(R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 5.10 Great 
Artists. (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Earth’s Greatest Spectacles 8.00 
Simon King’s Shetland Adventure 9.00 
Hidden 10.00 Rik Mayall: Lord of Misrule 
11.00 Sound of Cinema: The Music That 
Made the Movies 12.00 Top of the Pops: 

1985 1.00 Smashing Hits! The 80’s Pop 
Map of Britain & Ireland 2.00 Je t’aime: 
The Story of French Song with Petula 
Clark 3.00 Simon King’s Shetland 
Adventure 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 12.05 
Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule 12.35 
Catchphrase 1.20 Film: Twister (1996) 
2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Twister (1996) 
3.35 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 4.40 FYI 
Daily 4.45 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 5.45 
Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (2012) 6.50 FYI Daily 6.55 Film: 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey 
(2012) 9.00 Love Island: The Weekly Hot 
List 10.05 Keith Lemon: Coming in 
America 10.50 Family Guy 12.20 
American Dad! 1.15 CelebAbility 2.00 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

4.55 Foyle’s War 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Endeavour 11.00 Vera 

I. 00 Honest 1.50 Judge Judy 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

3.15 Pawn Stars 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 World Series of Darts 
Live: Las Vegas. Coverage of day two of 
the US Darts Masters from the Mandalay 
Bay in Las Vegas. 12.00 Film: Nacho 
Libre (2006) 1.05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: 
Nacho Libre (2006) 1.55 Minder 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.55 Film: Postman Pat: The Movie 
(2014) 1.40 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.00 
The Goldbergs 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
5.00 Young Sheldon 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Ted (2012) 11.05 
Gogglebox 1.10 Tattoo Fixers 2.15 Rude 
Tube 4.00 Rude(ish)Tube 

Film4 

II. 00 The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951) 1.00 Dragonball Evolution 
(2009) 2.45 Vice Versa (1988) 4.40 
Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb 
2014) 6.35 Speed 2: Cruise Control 
1997) 9.00 True Lies (1994) A computer 
salesman's wife is unaware her boring 
husband leads a double life as a secret 
agent. James Cameron's action comedy, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 11.45 
The Anomaly (2014) 1.40 Mercury Rising 
(1998) 3.55 Close 


KITCHENS 

AND 

BATHROOMS ^ 

HURRY! 

JULY INSTALLATIONS 

STII I AVAII ARI F 


EVERGREEN 
COMPOST 
3 FOR 



WE BUY 

• CLOTHING 

• SHOES 

• HANDBAGS 

• BEDDING 

275 BRISTNALL HALL ROAD, OLDBURY, 
B68 9NF (NOW OPEN) 

07808 085 919 


•COPPER • CABLES 
•BRASS • ELECTRIC MOTORS 

UNIT B189 TAT BANK ROAD, 
OLDBURY, B69 4NU 


07801 984 405 


Mondays 
Kids eat Free with 
2 paying adults 
that purchase 
a main. 


PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
BOOK NOW VIA FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NEWTALBOTQUINTON/ 


M 


Wolverhampton 
Road South, 
Quinton, 
Birmingham 
B32 2AY 
0121 429 3322 
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CHOICE 



Strokes of Genius: Federer v 
Nadal 

(BBC2, 6.20pm) 

A look back at the 2008 
Wimbledon men's singles final, 
which saw Rafael Nadal 
triumph over Roger Federer in 
an epic five-set encounter that 
lasted for four hours and 48 
minutes. The contest was also 
halted twice for rain delays, 
meaning the event stretched for 
over seven hours before 
eventually reaching its 
conclusion not long before 
nightfall. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Man- 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Barry Davies: The Man, 
The Voice, The Legend. (R) 2.00 Just 
Call Me Martina. (R) 3.00 Escape to the 
Country. 3.30 Money for Nothing. (R) 
4.15 Songs of Praise. 4.50 
Attenborough and the Giant Elephant. 

(R) 5.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Sean Fletcher explore the ground 
of Hampton Court Palace, home to 
the last remaining working shire 
horses in London, which provide a 
natural alternative to modern 
machinery. Plus, a look at the 
finished design for the Countryfile 
Wildlife Garden to appear at the 
Hampton Court Flower Show, and 
Anita Rani and Adam Henson meet 
two more candidates for the 
Young Presenter contest. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Cardiff 
Castle, where items brought in to 
be valued include a simple pottery 
jug given as a love token, an early 
Hockney print found in a junk 
shop, and a draft score for Elgar’s 
Enigma Variations signed by the 
composer. 

9.00 Poldark. Grain prices rise, leaving 
the poor struggling to support 
their families. Ross makes a 
desperate gamble to help them, 
which draws the attention of the 
prime minister. However, 

Falmouth persuades him to 
compromise his principles to 
achieve his goals. Demelza 
continues her plot to bring Drake 
and Rosina together, but he is far 
more interested in a future with 
Morwenna. Caroline continues to 
repress her grief, and Arthur is 
driven into a murderous rage 
when he learns the truth about 
Rowella’s affair. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Celebrities on the NHS Frontline. 
To mark the 70th anniversary of 
the NHS, four well-known faces 
get first-hand experience at King’s 
College Hospital, London. (R) 

11.30 Reggie Yates’ Extreme Russia: 
Gay and Under Attack. (R) 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 


„ (R) 7.20 

Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 8.05 
Natural World: Heligan - Secrets of the 
Lost Garden. (R) 9.05 Countryfile. (R) 
10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 
12.15 Rick Stein’s German Bite. (R) 1.15 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 
Garden Rescue. (R) 3.00 Mountain Lions 
- Big Cats in High Places: Natural World. 
(R) 4.00 Operation Grand Canyon with 
Dan Snow. (R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 5.50 
Mortimer & Whitehouse: Gone Fishing. 
(R) 

6.20 Strokes of Genius: Federer v 
Nadal . A look back at the 2008 
Wimbledon men's singles final, 
which saw Rafael Nadal triumph 
over Roger Federer in an epic five- 
set encounter that lasted for four 
hours and 48 minutes. 

8.00 Russia with Simon Reeve. The 
traveller’s second leg of his 
journey across Russia takes him 
from south-east Siberia to the far 
south west and the majestic 
Caucasus Mountains. Along the 
way he stops off at the oldest lake 
on earth, witnesses a 
commemoration of the Second 
World War in the city of Irkutsk 
and visits a cafe where patriotic 
staff and punters perform a daily 
rendition of the national anthem. 

He also finds out how the collapse 
of communism has seen millions 
of disenchanted Russians join new 
sects and religions, with one 
community worshipping a man 
claiming to be the reincarnation of 
Christ. (R) 

9.00 The Misadventures of Romesh 
Ranganathan. The comedian 
visits Ethiopia, experiencing local 
traditional medicine and jazz 
music, as well as learning more 
about the country’s oppressive 
political regime. 

10.00 Reporting Trump’s First Year: The 
Fourth Estate. Violence erupts in 
Charlottesville and President 
Trump fails to denounce white 
supremacists, before further 
stirring division by blaming the 
media for the nation’s problems. 
10.55 Film: The Box. (2009) A couple 
receive a box that will make them 
rich at the press of a button - but if 
they do so, someone will die. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Cameron Diaz and 
James Marsden. 

12.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.45 Holby City. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


7.1 


.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. 
(R) 6.50 Mission Employable. (R) 6.55 
The Oddbods Show. (R) 7.05 Ninjago: 
Tournament of Elements. (R) 7.30 The 
Haunted Hathaways. (R) 7.55 Drop Dead 
Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on 
Sunday. 9.25 Film: Problem Child. 
(1990)10.55 The Best of the Voice 
Worldwide. 11.55 Midsomer Murders. 
(R) 1.55 ITV News; Weather. 2.00 
Catchphrase. (R) 2.45 Tenable. (R) 3.45 
Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. (R) 4.45 
Film: Despicable Me 2. (2013) Animated 
comedy sequel, with the voice of Steve 
Carell. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Bradley Walsh presents as one¬ 
time Coronation Street actor Jimi 
Mistry (Khalid Nazir), former 
Emmerdale star Gemma Atkinson 
(Carly Hope), Loose Women’s 
Nadia Sawalha and veteran actor 
James Cosmo pit their wits 
against ruthless quiz genius the 
Chaser, in the hope of winning a 
potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds for the 
charity of their choice. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. (R) 

Vera. The detective is drawn into 
Newcastle’s underworld to 
discover the identity of a murder 
victim found dead in the river, with 
no clue as to who he is apart from 
a distinctive drugs wrapper. She 
discovers the dead man had ties to 
some very dangerous people, 
many of whom may have wanted 
him dead, while a witness’s 
testimony links the case to a 
remote farm where a murder took 
place 13 years previously. The 
connection brings Kenny’s past 
back to haunt him, as he was 
responsible for seeing the 
perpetrator convicted. (R) 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Tommy Cooper Forever. (R) 

11.20 The Big Fish Off. Former athletics 
stars Linford Christie and 
Katharine Merry join team captains 
AN Hamidi and Dean Macey. (R) 
12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


8.1 


6.05 Motor Sport: Volkswagen Racing 
Cup. 6.30 Motor Sport: FIA World 
Rallycross Championship. 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 
Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Bake 
Off: The Professionals. (R) 10.00 Sunday 
Brunch. 1.00 Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix Live Build-Up. Previewing the 10th 
round of the season. 1.40 Formula 1 
British Grand Prix Live. Coverage of the 
10th round of the season (Start-time 
2.00pm). 4.30 Formula 1 British Grand 
Prix Live Reaction. 5.35 Bang on Budget. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Great British Germ Hunt. 

Kate Quilton and a team explore 
the invisible world of bacteria, as 
they conduct a series of unique 
experiments to find out why these 
germs are crucial for our health. 
The team head to a music festival 
to see if a weekend of partying 
improves the bacterial diversity of 
a group of volunteers, and two 
ordinary British homes are put 
under the microscope to reveal the 
germs we live with. 

8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. 

Liam Charles and Tom Allen host 
the final of the patisserie 
competition, with the last three 
remaining teams of bakers pulling 
out all the stops to impress judges 
Benoit Blin and Cherish Finden and 
be crowned as the first champion 
of the professional series. The 
bakers face a marathon nine-hour 
challenge, during which they must 
create a lavish banquet display 
large enough to serve 80 people. 
Their creation has to combine four 
different types of dessert and a 
towering showpiece combining 
chocolate and sugar work. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. A sick baby 
tests Offred and Serena Joy. 
Meanwhile, Janine finally faces 
Naomi. Dystopian drama based on 
Margaret Atwood’s novel about a 
future American theocracy. 

10.10 World’s Tiniest Masterpieces. 
Profile of sculptor Willard Wigan, 
whose miniscule work can only be 
glimpsed through a microscope, 
as he creates a sculpture small 
enough to fit inside a human cell. 
11.05 Film: The Eagle. (2011) Action 
adventure, starring Channing 
Tatum and Jamie Bell. 

1.20 The Last Leg. (R) 2.15 The Secret 
Life of the Zoo. (R) 3.15 Gillette World 
Sport. 3.40 My Kitchen Rules. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Seaside Antics. 
(R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

6.55 Simon. (R) 7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 

7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.20 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 7.30 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.45 
Rusty Rivets. (R) 8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 
8.15 Pirata & Capitano. 8.35 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 
9.05 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.20 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.35 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.05 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.45 Pets Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 3. 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 The Secret Life of 
Puppies: Terrible Twos. (R) 1.55 The 
Secret Life of Puppies: Terrible Twos. (R) 

2.55 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) 
Romantic drama, with Patrick Swayze 
and Jennifer Grey. 5.00 Film: Maid in 
Manhattan. (2002) Romantic comedy, 
with Jennifer Lopez and Ralph Fiennes. 
7.00 Cricket on 5. England v India. 

Action from the final T20 of the 
three-match series, which took 
place at The Brightside Ground in 
Bristol. Prior to the 
commencement of this series, 
England had an excellent record 
against India in this format of the 
game when playing on home soil, 
winning all three of the matches to 
have taken place. 

8.00 Chuckle Time with the Chuckle 
Brothers. The comedy duo 
introduce this new clip-show, 
featuring face plants and badly 
behaved fish. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: We’re the Millers. (2013) A 
drug dealer is hired to pick up a 
shipment of marijuana in Mexico 
and bring it back over the border. 
To make himself look less 
suspicious, he recruits a stripper 
and two teenagers to pose as a 
perfect all-American family on 
holiday, only to end up getting on 
the wrong side of a drug cartel. 
Comedy, with Jason Sudeikis, 
Jennifer Aniston and Emma 
Roberts. 

11.10 Film: Hot Tub Time Machine 2. 

(2015) A group of friends travels 
into the future to solve a mystery 
after one of them gets shot by a 
mysterious stranger. Comedy, 
starring Rob Corddry and Craig 
Robinson. 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The A-Team. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Vienna Summer Night Concert 
2018 8.15 Legends of the Deep: Giant 
Squid 9.00 Horizon 10.00 The Sky at 
Night 10.30 Hunting the Nazi Gold 
Train 11.30 The Art of Scandinavia 12.30 
The Art That Made Mexico: Paradise, 
Power and Prayers 1.30 David Starkey’s 
Music & Monarchy 2.30 Horizon 3.30 
Close 
ITV2 

11.50 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 
Talent 12.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 

I. 20 Take Me Out 2.35 Film: Happy Feet 
Two (201 1 ) 3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.25 Film: The 
Mummy (1999) 5.25 FYI Daily 5.30 Film: 
The Mummy (1999) 6.45 Film: Mamma 
Mia! Sing-along (2008) 7.50 FYI Daily 
7.55 Film: Mamma Mia! Sing-along 
(2008) 9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love 
Island: Aftersun 11.05 Family Guy 12.35 
American Dad! 1.30 CelebAbility 2.15 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

7.00 Victoria 9.00 Unforgotten 11.05 
Wire in the Blood 1.00 Blue Murder 2.20 
Liverpool 1 3.15 Road to Avonlea 4.55 
Murder, She Wrote 5.45 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.00 Tour de France Live. Coverage of 
stage two of the most prestigious race on 
the calendar. 5.00 Snooker v Darts 5.10 
Storage Wars: Texas 6.00 Pawn Stars 
7.00 Tour de France Highlights 8.00 
Film: Rush Hour 2 (2001) 9.05 FYI Daily 

9.10 Film: Rush Hour 2 (2001) 9.55 
Film: The Glimmer Man (1996) 10.55 FYI 
Daily 11.00 Film: The Glimmer Man 

(1996) 11.50 Minder 2.05 The Motorbike 
Show 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

II. 00 The Goldbergs 1.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 1.30 Young Sheldon 2.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 5.30 The Crystal Maze: 
Celebrity Special 6.30 Film: Mrs 
Doubtfire (1993) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Gogglebox 11.00 
Gogglebox Australia 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory 1.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
2.05 Gogglebox Australia 2.55 Rude 
Tube 3.25 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Stuart Little (1999) 1.00 Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) 2.30 The Three Stooges 
(2012) 4.20 The Train (1964) 7.00 Taxi 
(2004) 9.00 Faster (2010) 10.55 The 
Purge (2013) 12.35 Piranha 3DD (2012) 

2.10 Phase IV (1973) 3.55 Close 


Barking Glad Salon 


Dog Grooming I Pick Up and Return Available 

Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 
www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 
0121 550 7446 1 barkingglad@gmail.com 

Find us on facebook |] 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 

Erifaikl enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


PLUMBMASTER 


Complete central heating 
and parts available 
Taps Towel rails 





leafing Showers 
e Kitchen Units 

Fascias & guttering 1 
Bathroom Suites 4 
Quadrant Shower Enclosure 
& Tray 800x800 

Shower Tray and Sliding Door 
1000x800 


r FREE\ 

quotes 1 

FREE 

delivery. 


£245 

£215 



6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL (next to Newman University College) 
Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 0121 475 1112 

Gas and Electricity Safety Certificate 



•(MsQQfilb 

•[MnpQEMi 




Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Rear||64 High Street .| West Bromwich ||West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 

www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk 


^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 [ 13 facebook. [ 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Killer Date, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An attractive woman agrees to go on the date 
arranged online by her sister. The app she is supplied 
with uses GPS technology and when she starts to 
receive disturbing messages via the medium, every 
man in her life becomes a suspect. Thriller, starring 
Anna Hutchinson. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Rocky V, I TV, 10.50pm 

The heavyweight champion is forced into retirement 
due to brain damage inflicted in the ring, and finds his 
fortune has been lost on the stock market by his 
accountant. Returning to his working-class roots, he 
trains an up-and-coming fighter, only to see his 
protege turn against him. Drama sequel, starring 
Sylvester Stallone, Talia Shire and real-life boxer 
Tommy Morrison. (1990) 

WEDNESDAY 

Sex, Lies And Deception, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. Samantha and Paul’s marriage is put under 
strain when a car accident involving their daughter 
Jane sees her admitted to hospital. Drama, starring 
Jessalyn Gilsig. (2018) 



THURSDAY 

Clash of the Titans, Channel 5, 9pm 

The son of the Greek god Zeus is raised by humans 
and grows up to reject his immortal heritage in anger 
at the gods’ cruel treatment of humans. He sets out on 
a quest to find a means to kill the evil lord of the 
underworld in revenge for his father’s death, facing all 
manner of strange creatures. Mythological adventure, 
with Sam Worthington, Liam Neeson, Ralph Fiennes 
and Gemma Arterton. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

The Last Boy Scout, ITV, 10.45pm 

A private eye half-heartedly takes a job as bodyguard 
to a nightclub dancer. A shocking attack, however, 
forces him to take his duties more seriously, and 
before long he uncovers evidence of murder and 
corruption - all linked to the world of American football. 
Action thriller, starring Bruce Willis, Damon Wayans, 
Chelsea Field and Halle Berry. (1991) 


New mystery series hopes 
to be a novel success 


C an an eight-part TV version of 
Joan Lindsay’s classic novel 
outshine the much-admired 
film version? 

Those who have seen director 
Peter Weir’s haunting movie would 
probably answer in the negative, 
but in recent years, the small screen 
has come to rival its bigger cousin 
for quality, so we may be onto a 
winner. 

In recent times, the likes of Big 
Little Lies, The Handmaid’s Tale, 

Top of the Lake and Sky’s latest 
series, Sharp Objects, have gone 
some way to boost the number of 
leading roles for women, and Picnic 
at Hanging Rock certainly lends a 
hand too - it’s dominated by strong 
females. 

When the book was published 
back in 1967, it was hugely 
acclaimed and quickly became 
known as one of the greatest entries 
in Australian literature, but its origins 
have puzzled readers ever since. 

Some are utterly convinced it’s 
based on a true story, while Lindsay 
herself did little to persuade people 


one way or the other. However, her 
housekeeper later claimed her 
employer had dreamt the basic idea. 

A 2017 article from the Australian 
magazine The Age stated, “The 
dream had centred on a summer 
picnic at a place called Hanging 
Rock, which Joan knew well from 
her childhood holidays. 

‘Joan told Rae (her housekeeper) 
that the dream had felt so real that 
when she awoke at 7.30am, she 
could still feel the hot summer 
breeze blowing through the gum 
trees and she could still hear the 
peals of laughter and conversation 
of the people she’d imagined, and 
their gaiety and lightness of spirit.” 

All this mystery merely adds to the 
tale’s appeal. 

The film starred Rachel Roberts, 
while Vivean Gray - instantly 
recognisable to Neighbours fans for 
her subsequent role as battleaxe 
Mrs Mangel - had a small role, as 
did Oscar-nominated actress Jacki 
Weaver. 

This time around it’s Game of 
Thrones and The Hunger Games 


star Natalie Dormer who takes the 
lead role of widowed headmistress 
Hester Appleyard, who arrives in 
Australia as the tale begins. 

“I’m excited that the BBC Two is 
bringing this magical reimagining of 
an Australian classic to the UK 
audience,” says Dormer. “It’s a 
collaboration of which I’m very 
proud to be a part.” 

Sue Deeks, the BBC’s head of 
programme acquisition, adds: “This 
stylistically bold and atmospheric 
take on Picnic At Hanging Rock - 
led by one of Britain’s most exciting 
actors, Natalie Dormer - will be 
irresistible both to fans of the classic 
novel and to those coming to this 
mysterious story for the first time.” 

Ms Appleyard’s reasons for moving 
to the other side of the world are 
shrouded in mystery, but in just six 
years, she manages to turn her self- 
named college into a leading 
educational establishment attended 
by bright girls from well-to-do families. 

It’s situated in an isolated mansion 
in the bush, close to the local 
beauty spot of Hanging Rock. 



Picnic at Hanging Rock, Wednesday, BBC2, 9.05pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1, 9pm 

Olivia Colman finds some surprises in her ancestral 
history, and her belief that most of those in her 
family tree emanate from Norfolk turns out to be far 
from the truth. Olivia is astonished to discover that 
she needs to travel to India to find out more about 
her great-great-great grandmother Harriot, who was 
an orphan in 1811 on a ship bound for England 
from Calcutta. Harriot’s father was an an 
Englishman, but the identity of her mother, who 
gave birth to her in a remote Indian village, is a 
mystery Olivia delights in solving. 

TUESDAY 

Horizon: How to Build a Time Machine 
BBC2, 9pm 

Time travel is not forbidden by the laws of nature - 
but to build a time machine, experts need to 
understand more about those laws and how 
to subvert them. Cameras follow scientists, 
including Professors Ron Mallet and Tamara 
Davies, who are working on the cutting edge of 
discovery - men and women who may discover how 
to build wormholes, manipulate entangled photons 
or build fully functioning time crystals. In short, 
enable an engineer of the future to build a machine 


that allows people to travel back and forward in 
time. 

999: What’s Your Emergency? 

Channel 4, 9pm 

Documentary following the emergency services in 
Wiltshire, continuing with crimes relating to the 
rising use of cannabis. PC Joe Tompkinson is cut 
up at a roundabout and when he stops the car 
responsible, all he can smell is the drug. PC Adam 
Burson visits a family whose members have had a 
brick thrown through their front window - a dealer’s 
retaliation - and officers are called by a mother after 
she is assaulted by her son, who is suspected to 
be suffering from cannabis psychosis. 

WEDNESDAY 

Secrets of the National Trust with 
Alan Titchmarsh 
Channel 5, 9pm 

This time, the presenter visits Mount 
Stewart on the shores of Strangford 
Lough in Northern Ireland, which 
was home to the Stewart family 
for more than 250 years. They 
were given the title of Marquess 
of Londonderry and it was the 
Marchioness, Lady Edith, who 



was largely responsible for transforming the house. 
Alan learns about Edith’s eclectic taste as he looks 
around her private bedroom suite, and meets her 
granddaughter, Lady Rose. Elsewhere, Nina travels 
to the Peroni Archive in Belfast to discover how 
Lady Edith was active in the Suffragist movement. 

THURSDAY 

Trump & Britain: Love or 
Loathing? Tonight 
ITV, 7.30pm 

Donald Trump is about to make 
his first official visit to the UK as 
’resident, and it’s been predicted 
he’ll be greeted by thousands of 
protestors - there’s even 
been reports that a 
specially designed 
' orange inflatable will 
be flown over London 
to mark the occasion. 

\ But will his reception 
really be as hostile 
as some sections 
of the media are 
predicting? Tonight 
looks at what 
~| we can expect 




from the US leader’s visit, and hears from a varied 
group of public figures, including Lord Sugar, Nigel 
Farage, Germaine Greer and Alex Salmond, to find 
out what they think about the trip. Martin Geissler 
will also ask what the visit says about the state of 
the so-called especial relationship’ and what it will 
mean for Britain’s future dealings with the 
controversial President. 

FRIDAY 

First Night of the Proms 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

New series. At London’s Royal Albert Hall, the new 
season launches with a feast for the eyes and ears 
in the world premiere of Five Telegrams, with music 
by Anna Meredith and stunning digital projections 
by 59 Productions marking the centenary of the end 
of the First World War. The all-British programme 
also features Vaughan Williams’ pre-war choral 
masterpiece Toward the Unknown Region, along 
with Holst’s evergreen Proms favourite The Planets 
- the first piece Mars, Bringer of War, famously 
anticipates the onset of mechanistic warfare. The 
BBC Symphony Orchestra, under conductor Sakari 
Oramo, is joined by the combined forces of the 
BBC Symphony Chorus, the National Youth Choir of 
Great Britain and the BBC Proms Youth Ensemble. 
Presented by Katie Derham. 


Fthe shed shopI 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482542 / 

07920 885 774 

L www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk A 




YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 
2.0N-L0CATI0N RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

CAII 



Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


BRAIN GYM N o48 7 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

1 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

R 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


1 

Y 

2 

R 

3 

P 

4 

K 

5 

s 

6 

N 

7 

A 

8 

o 

9 

10 

V 

11 

D 

12 

T 

13 

c 

14 

J 

15 

B 

16 

H 

17 

M 

18 

F 

19 

G 

20 

z 

21 

X 

22 

Q 

23 

w 

24 

u 

25 

L 

26 

E 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Feeling of optimism 
engendered by fine 
liquor? (4,7) 

9 & 2Dn. Dine away 
from home and 
consume all the 
food? (3,3) 

10. Tall men to make a 
distribution (9) 

11. Put the squeeze on 
newspapers (5) 

13. Having no faith in 
merit of icy clan (7) 

14. Irritate by doing 
some 

embroidery? (6) 

16. A tense situation in 
a parliament (6) 

18. No let-up for rich in 
revolution (7) 

19. Turner of metal at 
heavy engineering 
plant (5) 

20. Eastern country 
where 100 produce 
eggs for making 
pottery (5,4) 

21. Let the cat out in 
22, for example (3) 

22. Ignore Della for top 
part (7,4) 


Down 

2. See 9 Across 

3. Has pull when the 
scores are level (5) 

4. Article in position in 
royal residence (6) 

5. Reunite the train (7) 

6. Cutting of furrow by 
worker (9) 

7. Maintain contact 
without letting the 
ball come into 
play (4,2,5) 

8. Attending the whole 
programme in any 
case (2,3,6) 

12. Judicially kill about 
four in managerial 
capacity (9) 

15. Pull slippery 
customer up on 
sheltered side (7) 

17. Lets on it’s not 
honestly gained (6) 
19. Stratum suitable for 
egg producer (5) 

21. Break the law with 
this instrument (3) 



Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Homeliness (11) 

2. Strange (3) 

9. Also (3) 

3. The best (5) 

10. Unfeeling (9) 

4. Struggle (6) 

11. Become void (5) 

5. Include (7) 

13. Chiefs (7) 

6. Dealer (9) 

14. Stew (6) 

7. Unreliability (11) 

16. Beast (6) 

8. Stupidly (11) 

18. Ancestry (7) 

12. Mournful (9) 

19. Less (5) 

15. Fetter (7) 

20. Cheat (9) 

17. Improved (6) 

21. Everybody (3) 

19. Deserve (5) 

22. Solemnisation (11) 

21. Fuss (3) 
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1 



5 



2 
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5 
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8 
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2 
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8 
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2 

1 



5 
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7 

9 



Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


7 5 


1 8 6 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Beau; 3 Compacts; 

9 Salamis; 10 Arena; 11 Battle of wits; 13 Lately; 

15 Etches; 17 Petty officer; 20 Litre; 21 Perturb; 

22 Pleasure; 23 Stud. Down: 1 Baseball; 

2 Allot; 4 On show; 5 Play with fire; 6 Cheetah; 

7 Seat; 8 Small letters; 12 Ascribed; 14 Theatre; 

16 Copper; 18 Court; 19 Slip. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Itch; 3 Scribble; 9 Suppose; 

10 Tulle; 11 Cheese-paring; 13 Recoil; 15 Cinema; 

17 Unsuccessful; 20 Onion; 21 Emotion; 

22 Pressing; 23 Once. Down: 1 Insecure; 2 Copse; 
4 Creepy; 5 Intermission; 6 Balance; 7 Eden; 

8 Constituents; 12 Parlance; 14 Confide; 16 Screen; 

18 Feign; 19 Pomp. 


r 


Quiz 


1. What is the highest mountain on the 
continent of Europe? 

2. With which genre is author Michael 
Moorcock associated? 

3. Which order of chivalry did Princess Anne 
receive in 1994? 

4. Which alcoholic drink is used in making 
lobster Newburg? 

5. Which element has the Latin name 
plumbum? 


6. Who became a Dame and received a Tony 
award within 48 hours in 1994? 

7. What was the first name of baby care writer 
Dr Spock? 

8. Which French tennis player banned her 
father from attending Wimbledon? 

9. In which ocean are the Maldives? 

10. Which organisation’s agents were 
nicknamed G-Men? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Japan; 2 Bobby Charlton; 3 Insects; 

4 Santa Fe; 5 Hockey; 6 Harvard University; 

7 Italy; 8 A pixel; 9 Prunus; 10 Hundred Years’ 
War. 

Niner: PROCLAIMS 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


768895 gives a dance, 

163163 gives a second dance, 

423395 gives a poem. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 





STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



Belbroughton Road, HALESOWEN£950 pcm+Fees 

A newly decorated & superbly proportioned semi detached family home on the 
very popular development The Huntlands, being convenient for all local amenities. 
The property comprises front reception room with doors leading to large lounge 
with patio doors, fitted kitchen with appliances, 3 double bedrooms and bathroom 
with separate shower cubicle. The property benefits from a garage, gas central 
heatino. double^lazin^^olaj^^anels^n^^ovel^rivatejiearciarder^EPCj^^^ 


Trejon Road, CRADLEY HEATHE750 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a 3 bedroom detached property in a sought after 
location for Timbertree Primary School, Old Hill Train Station, Haden Hill Leisure 
Centre and shops. This lovely house features a large through lounge, large 
modern kitchen, 2 double and 1 single bedroom, large house bathroom with a 
separate shower cubical, driveway for 2 cars and a low maintenance rear garden. 
A DEAL WITH THE ELECTRIC BILL IS AVAILABLE WITH THE LANDLORD. EPC: D 



Clement Road, HALESOWEN/BLACKHEATHE680 pcm+Fees 
Completely renovated larger than average three bedroom 
mid terrace property in a most convenient location close 
to Blackheath Town Centre and all amenities. Featuring 2 
reception rooms, large fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom 
with shower, 3 bedrooms private rear garden, on road 
parking. EPC: E 


Wroxley House, HALES0WENE625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green is this superb luxury 1st floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen with appliances, dining area, 2 double 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further well appointed 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing 
and allocated^arkin^EPC^ 



Attwood Street, HALES0WENE625 pcm+Fees 

A modern 2 bedroom semi-detached house close to centralf 
Halesowen and benefiting from a modern fitted kitchen, well 
presented living room, 2 good size bedrooms and family 
bathroom with shower, large rear garden, driveway for 2 cars. 
Minimum 12 Month Contract. EPC: TBC 


Cakemore Road, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom family home in this very popular location 
close to Rowley Regis train station & easy access to the M5. The 
accommodation comprises of 2 reception rooms both with fireplaces, 
fitted kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms. The property further benefits from central heating, 
double alazing^ourt^ai^arder^^f^a^aildn^^eai^PC^ 



Aqua Court, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 

••1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• Beautifully presented and 
not to be missed. A ground floor apartment, a stones throw away 
from Blackheath Town Centre and featuring 2 double bedrooms, 
master bedroom with en-suite, open plan lounge/kitchen, house 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, 
allocated parking space, viewing highly recommended. EPC: B 



Grange Crescent, HALES0WEIME575 pcm+FeesI 

••1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• We are pleased to offer this I 
extremely well presented 2 bedroom 1 st floor flat conveniently located I 
close to Halesowen town centre and local amenities. The property! 
comprises of: lounge, fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 double! 
bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, bathroom suite with shower, gas! 
central h eatingJaigHnvewa^jgai^nvat^aijer^^arag^PC^| 


Coppice Road, CRADLEY HEATHE585 pcm+Fees 
Recently refurbished to a good standard. Ideally located on 
the Timbertree Estate for the local primary school. This 2 
double bedroom house features 1 reception room, modern 
kitchen/diner, house bathroom with shower, covered storage 
areatoih^aj^ayarten^rnjoa^addn^PC^^^^ 



Hagley Road (Rosegardens), HALESOWENE550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 1st floor coach house apartment within 
walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and on a major 
bus route. Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted 
kitchen with fridge freezer, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower and parking space. An internal inspection is highly 
recommended. EPC: D 


Bloomfield Street West, HALES0WENE575 pcm+Fees! 
A traditional style terraced property in this most convenient! 
location close to Halesowen Town Centre, local shopping,! 
schools and public transport facilities. This property offers a! 
lounge, dining kitchen, cellar, 2 bedrooms and bathroom to! 
the 1st floor. Also benefiting from gas central heating, double| 
glazing anc^nivat^amarcler^PCj^^^^^^ 



Hammersley Close, HALESOWENE550 pcm+Fees! 
•• UNDERGOING A RE-DECORATION •• Located in the very! 
quiet cul-de-sac, close to local buses to Halesowen,Cradley! 
Heath and Merry Hill, also close to Cradley Heath Train Station,! 
is this unfurnished mid terrace house, comprising of: gas central! 
heating, fitted kitchen, living room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with| 
shower ofnh^agsjgai^ai^en^nvewa^aildn^PC^^ 



Whitehall Court, HALES0WENE525 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located to Halesowen Town Centre is this well 
presented 1st floor flat with private entrance, hallway, kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bathroom with newly fitted 
shower, 2 good size bedrooms, communal garden & secure 
flatelMddn^^gai^^rogert^PC^ 


Luanne Close, CRADLEY HEATHE525 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully presented and with its own balcony. A 1st floor 
modern apartment, ideally located for Old Hill train station 
and local shops benefits from 1 double bedroom and 1 single 
bedroom, modern kitchen with washer/dryer, lovely lounge 
with access to your own private balcony, house bathroom 
with shower, allocated parking. EPC: B 


Wordsley Court, W0RDSLEYE525 pcm+Fees 

• • 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• 1st floor fully 
refurbished large apartment within walking distance of 
Wordsley Green & King George V park. Featuring lovely 
lounge, 2 generous size double bedrooms, fitted kitchen (no 
appliances), shower room, secure parking to rear of property. 
EPC: C 



Southgate Way, DUDLEY £499 pcm+Fees 

• • 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• A stunning and 
spacious well presented unfurnished 1st floor apartment 
featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage heating, double glazing, 
open plan living room with fitted kitchen (includes a sofa, 
wardrobes and appliances, house bathroom with shower, 
aMocate^oaiidnc^Dac^^/iewincMTicihl^^commende^^PC^ 


Hingley Court, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE495 pcm+Fees 
In the centre of Old Hill. This lovely 1st floor apartment 
features an open plan lounge/kitchen with a washer/dryer and 
fridge freezer, 2 large double bedrooms, modern bathroom 
with shower, 1 allocated parking space behind electric gates. 
Not to btMTiissec^PC^3(^ 


John Street, WORDSLEY £465 pcm+Fees 

Close to local buses to Kingswinford, Stourbridge and a short 
walk from Amblecote. This 2 double bedroom terraced house 
features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, on road parking and an enclosed rear garden. 
EPC: E 



Warwick Close, OLDBURY £450 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom ground floor flat being double glazed and all 
electric heating. The accommodation features lounge, fully 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
front 


Upper High Street, CRADLEY HEATHE395 pcm+Fees 
• • 1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE •• Modern ground floor 
flat close to Cradley Heath train station & all bus routes. Featuring 
an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen with appliances, hallway to 1 
double bedroom, bathroom suite with shower, electric central 
heating, communal garden to rear of property, on road parking. 
Only 1 month^ecurit^egosi^^nonth^nHr^dvanc^PC^ 


Somers Road, HALES0WENE375 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment close to Halesowen Town 
Centre, offering generous accommodation which includes 
new carpets, featuring lounge with open plan kitchen, 
bedroom with en-suite shower room, double glazing, 
communa^amen^r^oa^arkin^jnfumishe^PC^^ 



Well-presented detached dormer-style bungalow 
in a pleasant semi-rural position close to town 

French doors and a window to the 
rear, real wood flooring and a door 
to the kitchen. 

The kitchen has a range of wall, 
base and drawer units, roll edge 
work tops, breakfast bar, integrated 
oven hob and extractor, sink drainer 
with mixer taps over, tiled splash 
backs, plumbing for a washing 
machine, integrated dishwasher and 
fridge freezer and a window to the 
side. 

Contact Taylors on 01902 880888. 


Occupying a particularly pleasant 
semi-rural position in a highly 
desirable area known as The 
Straits’, 69 Cotwall End Road, 
Lower Gornal, is close to a range 
of amenities and within a short 
distance of Sedgley town centre 
and Gornal village. 

An extremely well-presented 
detached dormer-style bungalow, 
it is for sale through Taylors Estate 
Agents at £219,950. 

It has gas central heating and 


LOWER GORNAL 
£219,950 


double glazing, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom and Jack & Jill en-suite. 

There’s a lounge/dining room, 
fitted modern breakfast-kitchen, 
secure off-road parking via electric 
gates and garage with electric door. 

In more detail the lounge/diner 
has a feature flame effect gas fire, 



Extended semi-detached home in elevated position 
has spacious accommodation and four bedrooms 


A fabulous extended, semi¬ 
detached house in an elevated 
position, Willow Bank in Edge 
View Walk, Kinver, is located just 
off White Hill. 

Having views of Kinver Edge, 
making it the perfect family home, 
it is for sale through Davies, 

White & Perry at £314,950. 
Deceptively spacious with flexible 
accommodation, it has undergone 
re-modernisation throughout. 

It has three reception rooms 


KINVER 

£314,950 


including a lounge, spacious 
entrance hall leading through to an 
open plan dining area with feature 
arch windows and door overlooking 
the rear garden, and a study/play 
room/bedroom five. The breakfast 
kitchen has a five-ring gas hob 
with an extractor fan over, a double 
electric oven, integrated fridge and 


dishwasher. There is a large utility 
room with plumbing and space for 
washing machine, a tumble dryer 
and freezer, and downstairs WC. 

Upstairs, there are four generous¬ 
sized bedrooms, three doubles 
and one good single. The master 
bedroom has a full en-suite 
bathroom. The family bathroom has 
a bath with a shower over, built-in 
vanity wash hand basin and back to 
wall WC. 

Contact 01952 811003. 















































































































































FMetro alarms idm 

! SECURITY v ! 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Ftom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 


Decorating 


Driveways 


'i 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 
Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

fin a 'p'R.SS quote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


KLH 

DECORATIVE 

SERVICES 


ci 

Gui 

Qualified 

Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 

Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

■ Painters & 
^ Decorators 

OAR DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


tiBBSSEl 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Hi lark (Crrimtrxj OSUtHttux 


Contact IIS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

✓7* /C ■cu-i^ido-ctAd. CT|fc E 

-ctAO-tt,'t co<±t t/z& easit/v 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com Wk. 


iKvtrw cat*w 


iadlrf M tndutr • JJif 

Repairs or Replacement Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories, Misted Units, 
UPVC Locksmith 

Great Prices, Free Quotes 
Call Mark: 07885 917277 
www.lutleywindows.co.uk 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


Drivewav/Patio 

Cleaning 


SURFACE CLEANING SPECIAI 


All hard surfaces cleaned including 

• Tarmac • Block Paving 

• Brick/Stone work • upvc^gg^K 

• Slabs/Decking/Fencing 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Contact Edward @~Clean Giant 
pressurecleangiant@gmail.com 
Tel: 07849 549104 



] ANY LIKE FOR 
LIKE QUOTE 
BEATEN BY 

10% 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD> 

_ U IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cu All installations and repairs ( est n 
™ ne Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 , 
V www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checks 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

0800 077 6981 
07944 883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Fencing 


l-BTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

wwwJb^ncmgxo.uk 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder man 

Loft Ladders £120 


fitted from 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 



like our 
brand new 
facebook 


Electricians 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 




HURST GREEN 

/ / 

hgdI 

DRIVEWAYS 

■■HU ■ 

/ Block Paving S Walls 

* 

y Tarmac S Steps 


>/ Concrete Pressure Washing 


>/ Patios y Fencing 

I 

1 / Gravel / Landscaping 


COVERING ALL AREAS 

I_ 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

1 Call Terry 

on 

0121 602 2761 Mobile: 07940 260125 

1 7 Merrivale Rd • Halesowen • B62 9RN 


Electrical 

Y * Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 6 Years Experience 


-H=r +r Ol 384 278471 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

Forahighciuality ■ 
local service call: op*" 

0121 3690311 Jrr 

07939503905^^ 


Tree Surgeon 


TREE 

SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE 
MAINTENANCE & TREE 
FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 553 1075 

A 

terra>Tirma 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 
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Garage Doors 


GARAGE DOOR PROBLEM? 

REPAIR OR NEW INSTALLATION - WE CAN FIX IT! 

WE BASE OUR WORK ON QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY 



Ip 


• Side hinged doors from £975 
• Security personnel doors from £375 
* Up and over garage doors from £499 
Electric insulated roller doors from £980 


CALL US 


FDR FREE 
QUOTE TODAY 


01384 622 433 
07875 530 474 

] lee@visiongaragedoors.com 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Follow us online! 

^4-^ U 


@visiongaragedoors 


Supply 
Repair 
Up and Over 
Side Hinged 
Made to measure 


Install 
Roller 
Sectional 
Remote Control 
Doors 



• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Plastering 


Cl. Plasteriig 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 



0I538T1S264 



with -Chi 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


MOT 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crosswaysiebtinternet.com 


30 Years Experience 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Skip Hire 


OHPIASMIMS 


I 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 





r SERVICES 


f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week jyjj 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 

Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 

All work undertaken * Call Tony for a free quote 


0121422 4116/07961604632 


Roofing 




ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, rsi 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ Lsd 
All staff C.R.B. Certified hr} 


GARDENS 


FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 



OUR PRODUCTS l 

FENCING SHED BASES FRESH CLEANING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 




mmmmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
t Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Roofing 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

■b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
>r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 



CALL ON 07SS3 873075 | 01384 671988 
FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 




f Dy± 

Roofing 


Experts in all 
aspects of roofing 

Slating, Tiling, Felt Roofing, 
Single Ply Roofing, 
Chimney Repairs, Lead Work, 
Fascia Boards & Guttering 

Fully Insured, NVQ Trained 

01299 250785 
07810 284112 
07584 991127 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


Lost & Found 


HELP FIND PENNY 

Lost black 11 month female 
cat, from Finchfield Lane 
WV3. Red collar, micro- 
chipped. Call or text our 
Daddy. From 2 sad litle girls. 
Reward of £50 for safe return. 
07787 644936. 


LOST—Budgie on June 26, blue 
and white, Merry Hill / Penn 
area. £100 reward. Please call 
07415 692433. 



toaoissi 


Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT for sale, max 
weight 120kg, model 260, serviced, 
good working order, only 2 years 
old. £999. 07814 352732. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



BIKES folders, 1 Raleigh Triumph 
light, 3 fold. £60 ono. 1 Apollo, 4 fold 
£40 ono. 07939 650497. 



WANTED Large Inflateable Boat, 
can collect. 


01785 248358/07931 674876. 

CAMPING TOILET used once. £25. 
Double air bed, self inflating. £25. 
01902 673589. 

JAMET TRAILER TENT inc all 

accessories, £1,000. Or will sell 
tent separately. 01384 273177/ 
07850 037162 

KESWICK AIR tunnel tent with 
pump, 22ft x 12ft, sleeps 4, ground- 
sheet and carpet, used once, cost 
£825, sell £550. 01902 673589. 


VW TRANSPORTER T25 
CAMPER VAN 

1989. 

Good condition. 

Many extras, 
ill health forces sale. 

£6,500 or very near offer. 
01902 497824. 


CARAVAN WANTED. Can collect 
asap. Cash paid. Caravan wanted. 
Call me on 07717 090817. 
TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 

No objection to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 
AVONDALE 480/2 CARAVAN 
Rialto 2 berth 2000 great condition 
well looked after. Porch awning 
and many extras. £2,650 ono. 
07772315024. 


ELDDIS VOGUE 2 

fully equipped with accessories, 
no damp, currently sited a store 
/ use site at Weston Super Mare 
area, nice van, 

£1250 ono. 

01384 254530. 


ISABELLA AWNING black, white, 

e reys, full acrylic, carbon poles, 
87cm x 300cm. also Sunncamp 
awning £250. 07791 545705. 


ISABELLA CAPRI LUX 
CARAVAN AWNING 1055 


green, very good condition, 
carbon X poles, plastic and hard 
standing pegs, guide ropes, 
peg puller, skirt and wheel arch 
cover, all curtains included. 

£450. 

PROTEC FRONT COVER 

For Bailey caravan. 

£75. ono. 

01746 761161. 07872 622860. 


Holiday Home for sale -2017 
Willerby Wrekin 

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced 
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park 
in The Welsh Marches set above the River 
Severn with private fishing & stunning 
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury. 

Will appeal to retired people & couples. 
Call Ron or Margaret 
01743 885080 
www.sevenoakspark.co.uk 

STATIC CARAVAN 

With large decking, on quiet site 
in Mid Wales. 

Two fishing pools.Dog Friendly. 
No age limit. 

Site fees for 2018 included. 

£7 995 

07555303350. 



VW 2011 CAMPERVAN 
CONVERTED 2017 


High specification by retired 
engineer, rock and roll, swivel 
seats, 922, gas safe etc, new 
batteries, £600 service, OE 
alloys, tyres, MoT 2018, never 
used due to ill health. 

All offers considered 
£20,000 ono. 

Telephone 01772 436944 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



FreeAdi 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 8th July 
Next Sale: July 22nd 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 



Auctions 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTABLES AUCTION 

CALFHEATH VILLAGE HALL, 
CALFHEATH, CANNOCK, WV10 7DW 

Monday 9th July 

AUCTION STARTS 6PM - 
VIEWING 4.30PM 

★ 07775 951464 ★ 


Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964 

N 


3 

Home & 
Services 



Mahogany as new. 
£300. 

01902 403781. 



ELVIS PRESLEY First radio broad¬ 
cast. £300. 


07828 664983. 



C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




LOUIS TUB CHAIR large, pink 
damask and dark wood, 
good condition. £150. 

01384 827607. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 48k or 128k+2 com¬ 
puters wanted also any old Crash or 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 


£1,250,000 STOCK LIQUIDATION 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST 
COMPANIES OF LEADING BRAND HOME FURNISHERS. 

WE HAVE SECURED MASSIVE STOCKS OF SOFAS, SUITES, 
RECLINERS, CORNER SUITES, DINING FURNITURE AND BEDS. 
ALL MUST BE SOLD AT A FRACTION OF THE ONLINE PRICE. 
THIS IS A TRULY ONE-OFF UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TO ACQUIRE A FANTASTIC BARGAIN. 



Open Everyday 10am-5.30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 

TIPTON DY4 8XF. OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

EES 0121 SS7 6885 -a 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT fT/C’S APPLY) 


WANTED NINTENDO SEGA 

Old Nintendo, Atari, Sega, 
Commodore, etc games and 
consoles. 80s-90s toys, Star 
Wars, Thundercats, etc. 
Graphic novels, Marvel, DC, 
football shirts. Cash waiting. 
07866 691968. 



LOOKING FOR PARTS 

for Daryl Hydro Modern shower 
or complete unit. 

07729 272193. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 


that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL & SKY 
SPECIALIST 


Digital Aerials Fitted 
Sky & CCTV Cameras 


Free Quotes. 7 days 
07850 330251 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Gardening Services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


\ 

House Clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


Electricians 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


Fencing 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORTWfiy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £79S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30p 
Sat 8am -12noon _ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ^ 


Gas Fitting 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 




Pets & 
Animals 


tonal 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

Luna, 10 month old Beagle girl, 
sweet little dog. 

Buster, 8 year old Burmese 
mountain dog, well behaved, 
lovely big dog. 

Lucky, medium size 4 year old, 
cream coloured broken coated 
girl, good with other dogs and 
people. 

Maggie, 10 year old Collie 
Cross Spaniel, ideal compan¬ 
ion. 

Jed, 8 month old Border Collie, 
lovely little boy. 

For more information on any of 
these dogs call 
01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


PEGGY 

Nine year old Labrador cross 
Boxer. 

Desperate for the right home 
for this lovely good natured girl 
who loves people. 

She needs to be an only dog, 
she is well behaved 
Could you be the special 
person that gives this lovely girl 
a home for life. 

For more information call 
07977 390144. 07738 643712. 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



Leasehold / Freehold 

• Newsagents / Printing Business 
with potential to increase 
Convenience sales 

• Highly profitable operation in 
West Midlands 

• Priced to sell at £75,000 for the 
business, plus S.A.V 

• All offers will be considered 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS 


It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


SINGLE PERSON flat, furnished, 
CH, No DSS, £85pw. Sedgley. 
01902 885985. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


FVtalw+taia 





THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Part of Express^ Star Ltd Express & Star 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, July 5, 2018 
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28 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Properties Wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Yos/ttiAft 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 

** ***** or text "Cash" to66777 

yeshomebuyers.e.om 


Jobs 


jAkabk 

S E C U RITY 
SERVICES 

UUe provide Training in: 

• First Aid/Health & Safety • Safe Moving & Handling • Security ISIA) 

Call 01299 879 015 

Email enquiries@abktraining.co.uk | 


Courses 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 September & 3-4 December Accredited 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 17-18 November 



Learn how to take blood ... 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

• TWO DAY COURSE - Nationally Recognised 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

For more info. GfOAnOrO 

orto book online: WWW.gt?U|JclOt;.C0m 


High demand in: Hospitals • GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


EXPERIENCED BRICK LAYER 

requires employment, any type of 

H70/1 H AOH77/ 


CARE ASSISTANTS 

Part time positions available, 20 
hours per week, qualifications 
not essential, full training given, 
must be flexible 

WEEKEND 

KITCHEN ASSISTANT 

Saturday & Sunday mornings 8 
a.m. - 12 p.m. preparing & 
serving Residents breakfasts, 
setting up for lunches, keeping 
kitchen clean and tidy. 
Email CV to Michelfe 
Upperdine at 

michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk 
or collect application from 
Lapal House, Lapal Lane 
South, Halesowen. B62 OES 
0121 503 0326 
(office hours only) 


MAINTENANCE PERSON 

(Care Home 
Halesowen Area) 

Required part or full time 

May suit retired / semi-retired 
builder 

For further information 
please ring 
0121 5501272 




Motoring 



BMW 1 SERIES 

2008, 65,500 miles 
Metallic blue with blue / grey 
interior, excellent condition. 
MoTJan 2019. 

FSH, manual gearbox, l.i 
petrol. 

£4,300 ono 
07866 414600. 


BARGAIN 


HONDA CIVIC 

2008, 2.0, diesel, dark blue, 
5Dr, 86,000 miles, full MoT, AC, 
cruise control, full electrics, 
mint condition. 

£2,495. 

07824 640177/07506 178870. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BARGAIN 


HONDA CIVIC TDi 

2008. 

72,000 miles. 
Panoramic sunroof. 
Serviced. 

New brakes and tyres. 
Well loved car. 
Red. 

£2,650. 

01384 863972/0777 
1995949. 


PRESTIGE 


MERCEDES CLS 320 CDi 

56 reg. 

Silver with black leather. 

Usual refinements. 
Two owners from new. 
135k. FSH. 
Excellent condition. 
£4,995. 

07411 414284. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER AUTOMATIC 

07 reg. 1600CC. 

FSH. Mot Jan 2019. 

Very clean. 

69,000 miles. 

Silver and black. 

Very clean body work. 
£3,150. 

0781 4447682. 



PORSCHE BOXER 

2.7, 2000, FSH, MoT till 
January, 89,000 miles, new 
clutch and bearing, new battery. 

First to see will buy. 

£4.400 ovno. 

07946 383970. 



PORSCHE BOXSTER 2.7CC 

06 plate, MoT January 2019, 
fsh, just serviced, complete with 
drive belt and rear discs and 
pads, 78,000 miles. 

This car is immaculate 


throughout. 

£8,995 o.n.o. 

Any Trial. 
07950 637678. 



VAUXHALL TIGRA B 
1.4 EXCLUSIVE 


Full leather. 

2007. 

Immaculate. 

Only 26, 000 miles. 
Second lady driver. 

£2,500. 

07938 509811. 

Ussfissi 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC 
1.6 ESTATE 

Y reg. 

Silver. 

Recent new clutch. 
Roof rack. 

Very good on petrol. 

Full MoT. 

Lots of advisories. 

Offers around £200. 
0737 8667272. 


BARGAIN 


FORD MONDEO 
ZETEC TDCi 

05. 

12 months MoT. 
Low mileage. 

£850. 


01902 680756. 



KIA RIO 

2005. 1.3LE+, 
long mot, good runner, 
spacious and reliable, 
spare key, service guide, 
all paperwork, power steering, 
central locking, air con etc. 
Good reliable family car. 
£450 ono. 

07396 224234. 



LEXUS RX300 3 LTR AUTO 


2001.5 door. 

89,533 miles. 

Mot April 2019. 

Alloy wheels. Tow Bar. 
Leather interior. 

Heated front seats. 

Air con. Six CD Multi changer. 
£1,500. 

07932 164098. 


BARGAIN 


NISSAN MICRA URBIS CC 
CONVERTIBLE 


1.4, 06 reg, blue, glass roof, 
folds into boots, drives as it 
should, six weeks MoT, 


£550 No offers. 


07415 013799. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 307 

07 plate, 1.6, 67,000 miles, 
black, drives well, cambelt 
changed. 

£1,050 ono. 

07453 046600. 



Petrol, 1600cc, 2004, metallic 
blue, panoramic sunroof, EW, 
manual. 


£ 1 , 200 . 

01384 273177/07850 037162 


MUST BE SEEN 


ROVER 25 1.4 

1999, 37,000 miles, blue, 
electric windows, MoT, central 
locking, one owner, pas, 
stereo cassette player, MoT till 
Nov 30. 

£600. 

07812 641951 
(Ring after 6pm). 



VW LUPO 1 LITRE E 


3 door hatchback. 
2000 . 
Yellow. 

Petrol. Manual. 
MoT March 2019. 
93,000 miles. 

Two keys. 
Ideal first car. 

£750 ono. 
07871 521216. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2001 . 

Grey. 

MoT December 18. 
Very reliable. 

£500 ono. 

01902 416279/ 07516 
630691. 

SKODA FABIA1.4 
ESTATE 

03 reg, long MoT, 
£400. 

07754 121452. 



CLASSIC CARS Barn finds, broken, 
snapped or excellent, will pay same 
day cash. 

07710 700187. 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



mainline.* 

Salvage & Recovery^^ 

• SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 
1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902 871111 • 07772 240819 
07895 346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



Spares/Parts 


VAUXHAL VIVARO VAN 

1.9, 02 reg, MoT till Feb 2019, 
sold for spares. 

Good gear box. Blown Turbo. 
£375. 

07391 359444. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 



Local 

Information 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 
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Personals 


BURIAL PLOT for 2 Interments, 
Bushbury Cemetery, good site, 
near Church. Cost new £2,012, sell 
£1,800 ono. 07791 621118. 


★ ★★ 

SEEKING PUPILS FROM 

ST JOHN'S JUNIOR 
SCHOOL 

Cleveland Street, 
circa 1934 - 1940. 

I would like to meet up and 
share memories. 

Box Number P21242, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


STRAIGHT SINGLE LADY 


Mid fifties, 


at heart, 


, young 
would like to meet similar for 
nights out, shopping, holidays, 
etc. 

Box Number P21241, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


TWO PERSON GRAVE PLOT for 

sale at Ryecroft Cemetery Walsall. 
Offers to. 

For detaisl 07794 342517. 


J's of lonely women seeking men 
for casual dates & more, easy / dis¬ 
creet. Call NOW 07008 026348. 

18+ SWAP NUMBERSfwith local 
HOTTIES seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489 181/txt: 07860 021670 


★ ★★ 

ATTENTION LADIES 40-60 

Please don't pass this advert 
by, read on and see am genuine 
guy. 

Slim 55, attractive, caring, 
romantic too, looking for 
genuine lady just like you. 

Box Number P21250, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


DECENT MAN 

60, car, job, house, non smoker, 
light drinker, easy going, loyal 
nature, 5ft 8 medium build, 
enjoys gym yoga, theatre, 
walks, music, nigbts / days in 
and out. 

Looking for honest and caring 
female to share lifes joys, 
initially friendship possible 
relationship Codsall area 
preferred. 

Box Number P21248, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

FEMALE 67 YEARS OLD, 
DISABLED 

With a heart of gold. 
WLTM male for Friendship and 
support. 

Must love animals. 

Non smoker preferred. 

Box Number P21231, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


★ ★★ 

LADY YOUNG AT HEART 

WLTM gent, 59-66, for 
Friendship / relationship. 
Wolverhampton area. 
Enjoys walking, holidays home 
and abroad. 

Box Number P21252, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


RETIRED PHOTOGRAPHER 

70's, WLTM mature female, 
interested in modelling, 50 plus, 
private studio, very young at 
heart, very friendly. 

Box Number P21251, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


SOLVENT MALE 70 

6FT 3, N/S 

Seeks attractive female, few 
commitments for LTR and 
foreign travel. 

Box Number P21246, 
Express and Star, 
Cueen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 
/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 
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FreeAds 


SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS FOR 





A 0 f. 


6 NIGHTS 


No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local people 
It's that simple!! 


(Jus on 01902 317878 


or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Private advertisers only 

No pels, livestock, properly or personals “Ebay price checked 2/1/18 
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XC40 delightfully reassuring to drive 



The XC40 is the latest in a distinguished line of XC models which were first introduced in 1997 


By Carnel Stewart 

As a company, Volvo is looking very 
confident. After a few years hovering on the 
edge of an iceberg, the Swedish company 
reached relatively firm ground when 
Zhejiang Geely Holdings took over in 2010 
and pumped in much needed capital while 
allowing the experts and engineers to do 
what they do best - produce solid, reliable, 
well-built cars packed with understated, 
immensely important innovations. 

It was after all Volvo who brought us the 
three-point seat belt, rearward facing child 
safety seats, side impact protection, whiplash 
protection, collapsible steering column and 
blind spot indicators to name but a few. And 
Geely has had its faith rewarded with Volvo 
showing operating profits of £1.2 billion 
and record global sales with more to come, 
not least because from 2019 Volvo will only 
produce cars with an electrified variant - 
hybrid, mild hybrid, plug-in. 

The XC40 is the latest in a distinguished line 
of XC models which were first introduced in 
1997 when the executive V70 had a crossover 
added to the line-up - the XC or Cross 
Country, to give it its Sunday name. 

This neat, new model is as delightfully 
reassuring to drive as every XC model that 
has gone before and probably those which 
will come after. 

And while the winter weather may have 
caused many of us a few upsets, it has done 
reliable off-roaders no harm at all. XC40 
orders are at this point more than double 
predictions and that European Car of the Year 
2018 will have added another sales boost 
should one be needed. 

Immensely practical, it has a flat access boot 



The XC40 has a flat access boot space 

space, which can be cleverly sectioned off 
into more functional compartments, adding 
up to 460 litres with the rear seats up and 
1,336 litres with them dropped down. Interior 
storage spaces including a removeable waste 
bin between the front seats. Door pockets 
are large enough for a lap top and there is a 
folding hook on the glove box for takeaway 
bags. 

Inside is comfortable, spacious and well 
put together. There is 12-inch touch screen 
display allowing access to that all-important 
connectivity which is Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto compatible. Also readily 
accessible is the excellent navigation system. 

On the road, the XC40 is relaxed, composed 
and supremely confident and, while not billed 
as an off-roader, it does have an all-wheel 
drive option and is quite capable of traversing 
the occasional field. 

From launch there are two engines - 
Volvo’s four-cylinder 2.0litre T5 petrol or the 


four-cylinder 2.0litre D4 diesel initially in First 
Edition trim - with more engines and trims to 
follow. 

In terms of power, there is little to choose 
between them. Both are married to a smooth, 
efficient eight-speed automatic transmission 
and both purr along like contented cats. 
Expect around 55.4mpg from the diesel and a 
tad above 39mpg from the petrol. 

As with other Volvos, the XC40 has three 
trims - Momentum, R Design and Inscription 


- but in the UK we like our cars specced up, 
so Volvo has introduced a Pro variant which 
combines popular options and packs and 
a separate trim level. First Edition models 
are based on the R Design Pro - the more 
dynamic option which includes a sports 
chassis with stiffer dampers, fancy inlays in 
the dash and leather upholstery. 

Distinguishing features between the three 
will have some reaching for their I Spy book 
of Volvos. Momentum buyers have the option 


of a white roof, R Design has a black stone 
roof as standard and Inscription models have 
a single body colour. Front grilles are also 
different on each of the three. Check out too 
the sill plates - one is matt and the other high 
gloss - and the different shaped tail pipes. 

As you might expect, the XC40 is big on 
safety aids with an optional cross traffic safety 
alert - very useful when reversing out of a 
parking space - available for the first time. 
Prices start at £27,905. 


Smartphones could 
replace car keys 



New agreement could see a big change 


A group of car manufacturers and technology giants 
have formed a consortium which aims to create a 
standard system allowing cars to be operated via a 
smartphone rather than a key. 

Manufacturers including Volkswagen, General Motors, 
Honda, Toyota and BMW have joined forces with the 
likes of Apple, Samsung, Bosch, Panasonic and LG to 
form the Car Connectivity Consortium (CCC). The group 
has now announced the new ‘Digital Key Release 1.0’ 
specification - a standard which sets out a system for 
locking, unlocking and starting a car with a compatible 
smart device. 

The mixture of cars and smartphones is limited at 
the moment. Many companies, such as Volvo, provide 
companion smartphone apps which can be used to track 
and monitor cars, but so far only Tesla allows owners to 
ditch the key altogether and access their Model S, 3 or X 
with their mobile. 

The CCC’s new protocol aims to standardise 
smartphone operation with cars, assuring ‘the highest 
state-of-the-art security level for vehicle access. 

The protocol is based around Near-Field 
Communication (NFC) the same technology that powers 
payment apps such as Apple Pay and Android Wallet. 

It’s more secure than the radio frequency chips in current 
keyless entry systems or contactless payment cards, 
as it operates over a shorter range and cannot easily be 
‘boosted’ by rogue car thieves. 

The Consortium is now hard at work on version 2.0, 
which is targeted for release in the first quarter of 2019. 

It will expand version 1 to a wider array of smart devices 
and vehicles. 
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Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 




58 JAGUAR X TYPE 2.2SE Diesel Automatic 
Blue, Full Cream Leather, Alloys Sat Nav, 

Air Conditioning.£4299 

60 FIAT PUNTO EVO DYNAMIC 5 Door Met Grey, 
Power Assisted Steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning,CD Player.£2799 

59 VAUXHALL MERIVA LIFE 1.2 CDTi Met Grey, 
Power Steering, Electric Windows, CD Player, 

Air Conditioning.£2499 

58 CITROEN C4 PICASSO 1.6 HDiVTi 

Met Bronze, Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, 
Electric Windows, Air Conditioning.£2999 

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIFE 5 Door, 

Met Silver, Power Steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning, CD Player. £2799 

07 PEUGEOT 307CC SPORT 2.0 HDi Met Black, 

Full Black, Leather, Alloys, Air Conditioning, 
Electric Windows, CD Player.£2299 

06 HONDA CIVIC 1.8 SE i-VTEC Met Black, 

5 Door, Full Leather Trim, Electric Windows, 

Power Steering Alloy Wheels.£2699 

08 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 SXi CDTi 3 Door Coupe, 
Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, Electric Windows, 
Air Conditioning.£2499 

08 FORD FOCUS 1.8 TITANIUM DIESEL 5 Door, 

Met Grey, Alloy Wheels, Air Conditioning, 

Power Steering, Electric Windows.£2999 

08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 CDTi Bronze, 7 Seats, 
Met Grey, Power Steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning, CD Player.£2999 

08 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 HDi 5 Door, Met Black, 

Power Steering, Electric Windows, 

Air Conditioning, CD Player.£2499 

56 TOYOTA YARIS T2 998CC 3 Door, Silver, 

Power Steering, Electric Windows, 

CD Player.£2299 

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS 
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON 

www.britanniamotor.co.uk 

fc| 

m 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 OAH f~ 

0121 561 5588 b 

Debit and credit cards accepted I r 
CARS WANTED FOR CASH I 



1966 MG MGB Roadster Convertible 

Old English White, Chrome Wire Wheels, Red 

Leather, Soft Top and Hard Top, Stunning Restoration, 
Immaculate _ _ _ _ 

£POA 


N2 

2012/62Volkswagen Beetle 1.4TSI Design 

3dr, Grey, 45k,White Alloys, Air-Con, CD/Bluetooth/ 
Aux, E/Windows, S/H 

£8495 


2011/11 BMW X6 3.0 xDrive 40D 

1 Diesel Step Auto 5dr 4WD, Black, 58k, Alloys, Black 
i Heated Leather,Air-Con, Sat-Nav, CD/Bluetooth/ 

Aux, E/W, E/S/R, SH 

£20995 


»9 0T9 

2008/58 BMW 320i SE 2.0 

2dr Hard-top Convertible, Black, 63k,Alloys, Grey 
Leather, Climate, E/Roof, CD/Bluetooth, E/Windows, 

S/H _____ 
£7995 

K- 

2008/08 Jaguar XK 4.2 V8 

2dr Auto, Indigo Blue, ONLY 35k MILES,Alloys, Linen 
Leather, Sat-Nav, Climate control, CD/Bluetooth, 
E/W - SH ______ 

£18495 



2011/11 Mini Cooper 1.6 D Convertible 

2dr,White, 48k,Alloys,Air-Con, CD/Bluetooth, E/Split- 
roof, E/Windows, Openometer, S/H 

£7995 


2014/14 Ford Focus ST-2Turbo 247 BHP 

5dr, Frozen White, ONLY 17k MILES, Alloys, Half 

Leather Recaro Seats,Air-Con, CD/Bluetooth, E/W, S/H 

£14995 



, 2010/IOVauxhall Corsa I.6T I6 vVXR 

3dr, Red, ONLY 27k MILES,Alloys, Half Leather 

Recaro Seats, Climate Control, CD/Aux, E/W, SH 

£7495 

E15 

2013/63 BMW 320d GT GranTurismo SE 

5dr Step Auto,White, ONLY 41k MILES, Black Leather, 
Sat-Nav, Air-Con, CD/Bluetooth/Aux/USB, E/W, S/H 

£14495 



2009/09 Audi A4 2.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr Multi-Tronic Auto Estate, Black, 88k, Alloys, Air- 
Con, CD/Aux/Bluetooth, E/Windows, S/H 

£7495 


2008/08 BMW Z4 2.0i Sport 

2dr Convertible, Red, ONLY 10k MILES,Alloys, Black 
Leather, Air-Con, CD, E/Roof, E/Windows, S/H 

£9995 



,2011/61 Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC Si 

| 5dr, Red, 42k,Alloys, Half Leather, Air-Con, CD/USB/ 
Aux, E/Windows, S/H 

£6795 

tn 

2010/60 Mini 1.6 Cooper S Camden 

3dr with JCW Bodystyling,White Silver, 41 k,Alloys, 
Air-Con, CD/Bluetooth, E/windows, S/H 

£8995 



1 2012/62Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 

5dr, Silver, ONLY 23k MILES,Alloys, CD/Aux, E/ 
Windows, S/H, LOW Insurance, Ideal 1st Car 

£5995 


2011/11 BMW 318D M Sport Diesel 

4dr, Blue metallic, 59k,Alloys, Climate, 
CD/Bluetooth/AUX, E/Windows, S/H 

£8995 



2006/06 Mazda MX-5 2.0i Sport 

| 2dr Convertible, Grey Metallic, 71 k,Alloys, Black 
Heated Leather seats, CD Multiplayer, E/W, SH 

£4995 


We Buy 
Cars* 


Thinking of selling your car? 

Had an offer from an online site or as a part exchange? 

We would like to make an offer on your car. Competitive trade prices given. 
No Admin fees, safe secure and hassle free, with same day payment. 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 
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Disco Sport - once driven you won't want 
to get behind the wheel of anything else 



It is sleekly styled, with a high waist, rear roof spoiler, 12 colour options and daytime running lights 


By Carmel Stewart _ 

The passing of the compact LandRover Freelander 
was noted with regret by many, including me. First 
launched in 1997, over time it developed into a robust, 
well-made, comfortable, fun-to-drive vehicle until it 
was finally phased out in 2015. 

It was replaced by the altogether more refined but no 
less robust, Discovery Sport. Built alongside the stylish 
Evoque, it has rapidly become one of LandRover’s best¬ 
selling vehicles, despite the £30,000 - £50,000 price tag. 

Far less chunky in appearance than the Freelander, it 
is sleekly styled, with a high waist, rear roof spoiler, 12 
colour options and daytime running lights to signal its 
arrival. And it offers five or seven seats. 

Inside, this family-friendly British-built SUV breathes 
quality throughout with ergonomically designed, 
immensely comfortable seats, a tidy, uncluttered dash 
and (on the higher spec models) just enough hi-tech 
graphics and the like to keep you informed but not 
enough to cause information overload. 

An easy flick through the on-screen info, for example, 
will offer an eco-graphic where by the driver can check 
the ‘greeness’ of their driving. The more competitive will 
want to beat their previous record. 

The system, which gives everyone 100 per cent at the 
outset, resets itself after each journey. (86 per cent is the 
number to beat.) 

Trims are many and varied: Pure, SE, SE Tech, HSE, 
HSE Luxury, HSE Dynamic Luxury and the Landmark 
special edition, celebrating 70 years of LandRover. 

Even the five seat, Pure, front-wheel-drive, entry-level 
trim, which starts at £30,145, the spec is not ungenerous. 
Partial leather interior, ten speaker audio system, 
Bluetooth, autonomous emergency braking, trailer assist, 
leather steering wheel, lane departure warning, cruise 
control and rear parking aid are just a small sample of 
what is included. 

However, this entry point only offers the Ingenium 
2.0litre, four cylinder, 150bhp turbocharged diesel 
engine with the six-speed manual transmission. Average 
economy for this unit runs at a tad under 50mpg and 


emissions at 149 g/km while a standing start to 60mph 
takes less than ten seconds and top speed redlines at 
112mph. 

A step up to SE is needed for a more comprehensive 
engine line-up and the delicious nine-speed automatic 
transmission. 

The top priced HSE Dynamic Luxury AWD starts at 
£50,665. Exclusively powered by the mighty Ingenium 
2.0litre four-cylinder, 290bhp, turbocharged petrol 
engine, linked to that super smooth nine-speed automatic 
transmission, it’ll stretch out to 60mph from a standing 
start in 6.5 seconds and has a top speed of 135mph. 
Being a petrol engine, and a big one at that, it’s a little 
heavy on the wallet as regards fuel - 31mpg average - 
and 204g/km of emissions. 

Luxury 

In the middle of this plethora of sophisticated engines 
and deliciously extensive spec lists, sits the HSE Luxury 
which has a starting price of £45,565 for the 2.0litre 
240bhp petrol engine; £45,810 for the 180bhp 2.0litre 
diesel; and £49,985 for the 240bhp diesel. 

While those clocking up the miles will head for the more 
economical oil burners, it is the petrol which will give a 
more dynamic driving experience, being lighter and more 
flexible. 

On the road, it proved to be thoroughly capable 
and composed with excellent grip, precise steering 
and unrelenting power, seamless delivered on 
demand. 

The driver’s seat is a very comfortable place to be. The 
high driving position affords good all-round visibility and 
the higher spec models can be adjusted electronically for 
the perfect position and include lumbar support. 

Middle row passengers can slide and recline, should 
they wish to do so. The two in the (optional) pull-up 
seats of the third row need a certain degree of agility and 
flexibility - not a place for Gran and Grumps - but fine for 
a school run or short hop to the pub. 

Invest a slightly eye-watering £4,590 for access to the 
truly swish entertainment package with television screens 
integrated into the rear headrests and headphones so at 


least two of the offspring can watch the TV programme/ 
DVD of their choice on very clear screens. 

The flat loading boot with its power-controlled lid, adds 
to the practicality of the Discovery Sport and, for those 
who have to add towing horse boxes and the like to their 
general family taxi duties, the electrically deployable tow 
bar at £1,005 would be a good investment. A rear-view 
camera is a no cost option. 

Standard spec on the HSE Luxury includes Windsor 


leather interior, selectable ambient lighting, heated/ 
cooled front seats, heated leather steering wheel, parallel/ 
perpendicular park assist, illuminated tread plates, USB 
charging points for rear seat passengers. 

There is no doubt that there are cheaper SUVs on the 
market but there is something about the LandRover 
quality and style which draws you in and defies logic. 

Once you have driven the Disco Sport, it will be a 
struggle to enjoy anything else. 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 



✓Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


When the going gets hot take 
this advice to keep cool in the car 

Forecasters are predicting continued 
high temperatures in coming days, 
and GEM Motoring Assist is taking the 
opportunity to offer advice that should 
help keep drivers cool and calm, even 
when it’s sweltering outside. 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth says: 

“Making long journeys in hot weather 
can be stressful, especially if traffic is 
heavy and you’re stuck for any length of 
time. 

“We recommend good preparation and 
sensible journey planning to help you cope 
with the worst of the heat. 

“Hot weather can be tough for your car. 

For example, batteries frequently take a 
battering, with everyone on board wanting 
to keep phones and tablets fully charged, 
and holiday journeys in stop-start traffic. 

“That’s why we encourage you to carry 
out some basic checks before a long 
summer journey, and to ensure you keep 
your eye on the car for any signs and 
symptoms of trouble.” 

GEM has issued the following simple 
tips to assist drivers and their passengers 
when the weather is hot: 

• Drink plenty of water. Take a good 
supply of drinking water with you, 
preferably in a cool bag. Staying hydrated 
helps keep you in good physical condition 
during times of high temperature. 



Keep your cool and stay calm even when it’s sweltering outside 


• Check your engine before you set off; in 
particular make sure your oil and coolant levels 
are correct. 

• Do not leave children or pets in the car, even 
for short periods. In hot weather, it’s simply cruel 
and negligent. Besides, distress, dehydration 
and heatstroke can occur very quickly. 


• If you get stuck in traffic, keep an eye on the 
temperature gauge for signs of overheating. If 
necessary, find somewhere safe to pull over and 
let the car cool down for half an hour. 

• If you’re likely to be stationary for a 
long time, switch off the engine to prevent 
overheating. 
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Joshua at Bar Sport, Cannock with world class boxing referee Terry O’Connor from Codsall 


At Wolverhampton Racecourse Joshua with, left, James Ward (Gold Star) and, right, Andy Sahota (Showfighter) 



Champion Anthony Joshua with his array of belts 



Anthony Joshua defeated Wladimir Klitschko at Wembley last year 


How Joshua is rewriting 
the boxing record books 


WHEN it comes to sporting superstars, 
they don’t come any bigger than Antho¬ 
ny Joshua. 

Humble, hungry and infectiously happy, the 
WBA, WBO and IBF heavyweight champion 
of the world is doing something British boxing 
has never seen before. 

In just 21 fights he has reached the top of his sport 
- with American Deontay Wilder, the holder of the 
WBC belt, the only man standing in his way from 
making history and unifying the entire division. 

And his next fight, says promoter Eddie Hearn, will 
be against Russian Alexander Povetkin. 

It’s the way Joshua has gone about his business 
though that has seen him grow a fanbase like no 
other. While sports fans idolise him, Joshua’s polite¬ 
ness and joy for life has seen him capture the hearts 
of the nation. And he recently treated fans in Wol¬ 
verhampton and Cannock to meet and greet sessions. 

The reality is everyone and their nan loves the 
Hertfordshire-born heavyweight, who seemingly 
hasn’t changed despite a rag-to-riches tale. 

Wealthy beyond his wildest dreams, it is only in 
the past 12 months the 28-year-old has moved out of 
the former council flat he shared with his mother in 
Golders Green. 

Determined 

His new house is nearby and a 15-minute drive 
from a £500,000 Finchley apartment he bought for 
his ex-girlfriend and their infant son, Joseph. 

But while he is now a superstar with the world at 
his feet, Joshua isn’t getting carried away. And he is 
absolutely determined to enjoy his life and time in 
the spotlight. He said recently when meeting fans in 
the city: “I’m in Wolverhampton, I’ve never been here 
before and I want to come back next week because it 
is lively. 

“It’s a two-hour drive from my home and I’ve never 
been here, can you believe it? I need to start explor¬ 
ing. We’re three hours from Morocco by plane. Two 
hours from France on the Eurostar. 

“I hear athletes that say they can’t do things be¬ 
cause of their insurance policy. I’m not going to pro¬ 
tect myself from reality. I’m not having that, let’s go 
out and have a good time. Let’s do it, let’s have fun.” 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joseph Masi 


“I’ve not reached my peak. 
I have made a few mistakes 
and I know what I want to 
achieve” 


When speaking to Joshua, two things are clear. The 
first is that he is incredibly grateful for the life he 
now has. He may have worked incredibly hard to get 
there, but you’ll never hear him moan. 

“I’m not complaining about anything,” he contin¬ 
ued. “You just have to learn how to deal with the hard 
work. I’m smiling. Hard work has been my break¬ 
through. I’m not the most talented so I’ve got to enjoy 
the hard work.” 

The second thing that strikes you about him is how 
obsessed - repeat, obsessed - he is by becoming the 
best he can be. He knows he is on the brink of being 
regarded as one of the all-time greats - and that is 
something he isn’t going to let pass him by. 

“I’m very comfortable with where I am now,” he 
continued. “I’ve not reached my peak. I have made 
a few mistakes and I know what I want to achieve. 

“This is not about the money. What will make me 
content is knowing I gave my best. 

“There is no financial package out there that can 
make you feel content with your life. I want to give it 
my all, that is what matters to me. 

“One day - and that day will come -1 don’t want to 
sit watching the next generation of boxers thinking I 
didn’t achieve my potential. 

“I want to give it my best - inside and outside the 
ring. Now I see myself as a student of boxing. I’m 
always watching old fights. I love Evander Holyfield. 
He is the first fighter I have watched that I can really 
learn from. He has got rhythm. And I respect him so 
much because he didn’t dodge anyone. 

“Mike Tyson didn’t box Riddick Bowe. Riddick 
Bowe didn’t fight Lennox Lewis. But Holyfield fought 


Tyson, Lewis and Riddick. He boxed them all. What a 
man - the ultimate warrior.” 

Joshua’s rise to the top has been unprecedented. 
After winning gold at the London Olympics in 2012, 
he seriously contemplated defending his title in Brazil 
four years later. Instead, he made what, for him, was 
a difficult decision to go pro. 

Yet he has since stormed through the heavyweight 
division with his eye-catching win over Wladimir 
Klitschko one of the greatest bouts of all time. 

Away from the ring though, things haven’t always 
been plain sailing. In 2009, Joshua was put on remand 
in Reading Prison for what he describes as ‘fighting 
and other crazy stuff. Then in March 2011, he was 
pulled over for speeding, with police finding cannabis 
hidden in a sports bag. And Joshua admits there was 
a time when he was in danger of losing his way. 

“At school, I couldn’t sit down for six hours a day 
- I was an active kid,” he said. “It’s hard to go from 
lesson to lesson. Some kids excel at that, but most 
kids want to be out. 

Respectful 

“I think my teachers would say I was a nice kid 
because I was always respectful, but I was a little bit 
disruptive at times. 

“I was still getting into a bit of trouble up until 
about 2011.1 was in London. I lived on an estate and 
I wanted to party and go out drinking. 

“But I was a member of an amateur boxing club 
and I got a call to go up to Sheffield to be involved 
with the Olympic team. 

“I hadn’t come from a sporting background. I 
didn’t have a clue what Olympic boxing was. But I 
went there to see what it was about and they kept me 
on the development squad. 

“I wanted to kind of keep my hustle going on. I fo¬ 
cused on balancing the two. But I remember, one day, 
speaking to my friend and saying ‘I think I might be 
OK at this boxing thing.’ 

“I was about 20 years old. But I never went into 
boxing to be a boxer it was more about confidence.” 

Joshua admits both his parents are proud of how he 
has since dedicated his life to his sport. 

“I wasn’t ever looking for trouble, I was always re¬ 
spectful because that is how my parents raised me,” 
the fighter said. 


Star-studded match 
for Air Ambulance 

CELEBRITIES from the world of music, television and Hollywood will con¬ 
verge on Walsall FC next year for a charity match in aid of the Midlands 
Air Ambulance Charity. 

The star-studded match, on May 11, is being organised by Sellebrity 
Soccer and Midlands Air Ambulance Charity. Celebrities taking part in¬ 
clude Calum Best, actor Stephen Graham and former Blue member Lee 
Ryan. Ex-footballers Darren Byfield and Paul Konchesky are also hoping to 
line-up. More players and special guest managers will be announced later. 

Early bird supporters can buy tickets until December for £10 for adults 
and £5 for under 14s. Tickets are on sale at www.eticketing.co.uk/walsallfc/ 
details/event. aspx? eventr ef =1798 

A limited number of VIP Tickets are available at £35 per person, with 
access to the Players’ Lounge before and after the match. A celebrity player 
pre-match dinner on May 10 costs £50 per person. Limited sponsorship 
packages are also available on 0800 8402040. 


Old clubs in friendly 
clash for Regis Trophy 

WEST BROM will host Coventry City at The Hawthorns in a pre-season 
friendly to celebrate the life of Cyrille Regis. 

The Baggies will face the Sky Blues, with whom Regis won the FA Cup in 
1987, on Saturday, July 28, in their final warm-up game before the Cham¬ 
pionship season starts. The two clubs will be competing for the inaugural 
Cyrille Regis Memorial Trophy in honour of the iconic striker who died 
aged 59 in January. Ticket details will be announced at a later date. 

It is hoped other Midlands clubs will contest the trophy in years to come. 

Legendary forward Regis was a close friend and mentor of Albion head 
coach Darren Moore, who has helped organise the memorial match together 
with the Regis family. 

“It’s a real honour,” said Cyrille’s widow Julia. “I think Cyrille would be 
slightly embarrassed and amused by the attention but that speaks volumes 
about who he was, understated. In our grief we have taken great comfort 
by the love everyone has shown and continues to do.” 


Uni team steps out 
on football pyramid 

THE University of Wolverhampton men’s football team has entered a team 
in the Football League pyramid. The team already plays in the British Uni¬ 
versities and Colleges Sport (BUCS) competition but from next season will 
also enter a team into the Total Motion Midlands Football League. 

Known as WLV Football FC the team will be made up of university staff 
and students, as well as the community, and will play in the league’s third 
division. 

The league is the 12th tier of the national football pyramid and is seven 
tiers away from the National League. 

The team is based at the University’s Walsall Campus and pre-season 
training has kicked off this week. 

Anyone joining the university in September, or a current student who 
wants to be involved, should contact Martin Longworth by phone on 07926 
647811 or email m.longworth@wlv.ac.uk or James Dale, sports manager, 
at james.dale@wlv.ac.uk 
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Battle of the 
Baggies II 
on Khan bill 

THE long-awaited Battle of the Baggies 
II will provide chief support to Amir 
Khan’s return to Birmingham in Sep¬ 
tember. 

Jason Welborn and Tommy Langford 
will head a packed undercard at Arena 
Birmingham in a British Middleweight 
title rematch. Welborn won the title 
from Langford via a split decision in 
May. Stourbridge’s Sam Eggington will 
feature on the September 8 undercard. 

The headline bout is Khan’s bat¬ 
tle with Samuel Vargas. Also on bill is 
Ryan Kelly, defending the Midlands 
Area super welterweight title he won in 
May via stoppage at Villa Park against 
unbeaten Dordon man Kelcie Ball, and 
super bantamweight star Gamal Yafai. 
But the Welborn-Langford clash is the 
one that all Midland boxing fans are 
looking forward to. 

“We are delighted to have secured the 
rematch on such a big show,” said Errol 
Johnson, of Black Country Boxing. “We 
thank Eddie Hearn and Matchroom Box¬ 
ing for adding this fight to their bill. 

“The first fight was worthy of televi¬ 
sion, so it’s great to know that the wider 
boxing public will be able to witness the 
second instalment.” 

Welborn stunned big favourite Lang¬ 
ford at Walsall Town Hall in May to 
take the British middleweight title - two 
judges gave the bout to Welborn by 114- 
113 with the third judge awarding it to 
Langford at 115-113. 

Tickets are £40, £60, £80, £100 and 
£200 VIP from www.StubHub.co.uk or 
at www.arenabham.co.uk 

Robins are moving 
into a new nest 
outside borough 

DUDLEY Town’s club secretary is pre¬ 
dicting a bright new era following a sum¬ 
mer move to a new home. 

The Robins have agreed a deal to play 
at Oldbury United’s former York Road 
home, ending an 11-year stay at Brierley 
Hill’s Dell Stadium. It is a move outside 
the Dudley borough for the 130-year-old 
West Midlands League club, but secre¬ 
tary Dave Ferrier believes it is a step in 
the right direction after a torrid last 12 
months at The Dell. 

Long-standing issues with using a 
complex primarily built for athletics 
were compounded by rotten weather 
and badgers digging up the pitch. Fer¬ 
rier said: “It created havoc, to the point 
where our league position was in jeop¬ 
ardy and it looked like we would struggle 
to fulfil our fixture list. We just could not 
risk having another season like that.” 

Manager Dean Whitehouse, who won 
the West Midlands Premier Division title 
with Tividale in 2012, guided the club to 
safety and began bringing through some 
of the club’s promising young players. 

Town play Halesowen Town in a 
friendly at the new ground on Saturday. 


Charity wins in annual football contest 



Mark Evans of Dudley Mind with staff from 
Higgs & Sons 


AN annual football tournament, held in Stour¬ 
bridge, raised more than £10,000 for charity. 

Organised by Higgs & Sons, the annual six-a¬ 
side event took place at Stourton Park, the home 
of Stourbridge RFC with 42 teams competing. 

The winners were PKF Cooper Parry, who took 
the title without conceding a goal, beating PD Fi¬ 
nancial in the final, a team that featured former 
Aston Villa player Stiliyan Petrov in its line-up. 

All proceeds go to Higgs’ charity of the year for 
2018, Dudley Mind. Richard Griffiths, a partner 


in the Brierley Hill-based firm’s corporate team 
who helps to organise the event, said: “We have 
been running the tournament since 2006 and it is 
always rewarding to see so many people come and 
support us year upon year. 

“Businesses and professionals come from across 
the West Midlands to take part and although 
there is always a healthy level of competition on 
the pitch, once the final whistle blows there is a 
real sense of everyone coming together to support 
a good cause whilst enjoying a fantastic day out.” 



HEATHENS boss Will Pottinger 
hailed a ‘sensational’ display 
from Drew Kemp as they beat 
local rivals Birmingham. 

The home side romped to a 52-37 win 
over the Brummies in a clash marred 
by a horror heat four crash which 
ruled out Chris Widman and Danyon 
Hume. 

Widman and Hume tangled on the home 
straight and ploughed through the airfence. 
Hume aggravated an old arm injury and pulled 
out of the meeting. 

James Shanes and Tom Bacon scored 27 be¬ 
tween them for the Brummies, but Kemp reeled 
off an incredible paid 17 for the Heathens, writes 
Phil Lanning. 

Pottinger said: “Drew was sensational. Obvi¬ 
ously we took control after they lost Danyon and 
we hope both he and Chris are OK. But Drew 
was out of this world and was the stand-out per¬ 
formance for us. 

“All the boys chipped in and we were solid. 
Losing Chris was tough but with Drew in such 
great form we coped really well with his absence 
and it’s a good win.” 

Bacon and Shanes were outstanding for Brum¬ 
mies as they kept the visitors in contention de¬ 
spite losing Hume. 

Bacon won heat one in style from Cradley 
guest Danny Ayres, but the home side took con¬ 
trol when 15-year-old Kemp won heat two and, 
with Widman second, the Heathens were four in 
front. 

The much-awaited war of the wonderkids’ 
never materialised with Shanes roaring clear in 
heat three and Bickley left at the back behind 
rival Flint. 

Then came the horror incident in heat four, 
followed by a repair to the airfence, and from 
then on it was the Bacon and Shanes show. How¬ 
ever, when they weren’t in the line-up Brummies 
were vulnerable and three maximum 5-Is from 
the rampant Heathens in six races left them 
reeling. 


Test of pupils sporting skills 



Tag rugby at the Black Country School Games Summer Festival 


MORE than 1,500 young athletes from schools 
around the Black Country came together for 
the seventh staging of The Black Country 
School Games Summer Festival. 

Students from more than 80 schools across 
Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall 
went head-to-head at The University of Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Walsall campus. 

After taking part in sportshall athletics, mul¬ 


ti-skills, rounders, rugby, cricket, dodgeball, 
tri-golf, multi-skills SEND, football and duath- 
lon, Wolverhampton were crowned champions 
- taking home the Joel Richards Black Country 
School Games Festival Cup for the second year 
in succession. The city’s St Andrew’s School 
won the multi-skills and its Girls’ High the 
rounders. 

• More pictures next week 




Cruel blow as 
Hales finish 
12 runs short 

HIMLEY showed a return to form with 
a winning draw against Halesowen, who 
responded to a their total of 299 for six 
in 55 overs with 288 for five. 

Oliver Westbury compiled 104 from 
165 balls for Himley and debutant over¬ 
seas player Shehan Fernando chipped in 
with a brisk 87 from 63 balls. For Hale¬ 
sowen, Ed Kilbee scored a round 100 and 
Hassan Quami hit 65 as he and Kilbee 
put on 113 for the second wicket. Hales 
finished 12 runs short of victory after 
Charlie Hartley clattered 37 not out 
from 20 balls at the end of the innings. 

Halesowen skipper Alexei Kervezee 
said: “It was a tough afternoon for us. 
Himley seemed rejuvenated by the ar¬ 
rival of their new overseas player, which 
we expected, but chasing a total of 300 
is always going to be a huge challenge. 

“We just needed that extra bit of 
power in the middle of the innings to 
take us closer and Charlie nearly pro¬ 
vided us with that but it was not to be. 

“It seems a cruel game to come within 
12 runs of scoring 300 and only get eight 
points but we remain on a good run and 
we are tough to beat and at this stage of 
the season that’s good news. However, 
July is going to be crucial for us and we 
know it. We have four games where we 
play two teams rooted at the bottom of 
the table and two teams that lie above 
us. We need to be playing our best 
cricket this month.” 

Halesowen fall to fifth but are just 
nine points from third in a topsy turvy 
season. 

Norman out on high 
in last race for DK 

A SHORT trip for the Halesowen 10k 
fulfilled Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club’s needs for racing at the weekend. 

There were plenty of runners from 
local clubs, Halesowen AC and Cobra, 
with the latter’s Alex Stephenson the 
highest placed runner in 12th place. 

Dave Norman was first home for the 
blue hoops in 10th place in 39.46 but this 
would be his last race for DK. 

Gary Davies was 18th in 41.07 to claim 
the first M50, Kevin Herbert finished in 
32nd in 43.43, Graham Wildgoose was 
62nd in 47.23, Rory Elrick 82nd in 50.32, 
John Andrews 117th in 53.53 and Dan¬ 
ielle Clements in 219th in 1.02.40. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6% 
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